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What Doth It Profit ? 
By Bertha Cooper Fraser 


MY heart is sad for this trampling throng: 
Swirls in the dust by the Wayside ; 
For greed of gold is their goad and thong, 


And the weak are crushed who impede the 
strong : 


Wails in the dust by the wayside. 


Mark 10 : 17-31 


And their goal attained, do the victors rest ? 
Health in the dust by the wayside. 
They have trappings of purple and golden crest 
And marble halls to reward their quest. 
Love in the dust by the wayside. 


Jackson, MIcH. 









The Lightness of Heavy Sorrow 


Sorrow's burden is going to be outweighed, some 
day, by the joy for which it is making us ready. We 
cannot understand this while sorrow is heavy upon 
us, but the loving Father will help us to believe 
it even now. ‘For our light affliction, which is for 
the moment, worketh for us more and more exceed- 
ingly an eternal weight of glory.’’ Our present afflic- 
tion seems heavy beyond endurance ; it is heavy with 
an oppression that God must help us bear up under ; 
yet even its terrible weight is as lightness to the 
‘weight of glory’’ which God has in store for us, 
and which, for reasons that we cannot know, he could 
not give us save by the ‘‘lightness’’ of present afflic- 
tion. Time will come, and is near at hand, when we 
shall see to rejoice in all that now looks dark and 
unloving. Let us keep faith while we cannot see. 


x 
Letting God Show His Love 


God never needs to be persuaded to help us. 
But he does need to be permitted to do this, and un- 
less his children will let him help them, oftentimes 
he cannot. This is a phase of truth that is over- 


looked by those who speak of ‘prevailing upon 
God"’ to do this or that. In commenting upon a 
noteworthy act of faith and perseverance an earnest 
Christian said recently that ‘‘the man_ exercised 
supreme faith, a thing that he could do, and thus 
influenced God to do for and through him another 
thing which he himself could not do.’” How much 
better to recognize, not that such a man influenced 
God to help him, but that, by his faith, he permitted 
God to help him—made the way clear for God to do 
what God was more lovingly eager to do than the 
man was to have it done. So always, the question is 
never one of God's willingness, but of man’s. May 
we not cheat ourselves to-day of the blessings that 
God wants to send ! 
x 


Rightly Honoring Jamestown’s Past 


A nation that was born in loyalty to Christ must 
not go back on the basal principles of its religion. 
Yet it cost a struggle, as it did for Philadelphia in 
1876, and Chicago in 1893, and St. Louis in 1904, to 
insure Sabbath-observance in connection with the 
Jamestown Exposition that is to be held in 1907, ‘‘ for 
the purpose of celebrating the birth of the American 
nation, the first permanent settlement of English- 
speaking people on the Western Hemisphere, made 
at Jamestown, Virginia, on the thirteenth day of 
May, sixteen hundred and seven.’’. At the earnest 
solicitation of the International Federation of Sunday 
Rest Associations of America, represented in person 
by Dr. T. T. Mutchler, Secretary of the Pennsylvania 
State Sabbath Association, the bill passed by Con- 
gress making an appropriation for the Exposition con- 
tains the fallowing significant clause: ‘* Provided, 
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That as a condition precedent to the payment of this 
appropriation in aid of said Exposition, the Jamestown 
Exposition Company shall agree to close the grounds 
of said Exposition to visitors on Sundays during the 
period of said Exposition."’ The peculiar fitness of 
this provision is seen from the fact that the first Eng- 
lish church built in this country was erected at James- 
town, —a fact which the Episcopal Church throughout 
the United States is honoring by having put on foot a 
movement for collecting a men’s thank-offering, to 
be presented during the Exposition, on the site of the 
old church, and to be used for missionary purposes. 
For the preserving of the Sabbath, thereby making 
possible federal action in its honor, every individual 
child of God has a personal responsibility. And the 
very existence of the nation depends upon the right 
discharge of that duty. 


Selfish Salvation-Seeking 


To be saved means, not to get something, but to 
give everything. When we have given ourselves and 
all that we have to Christ and his service, we receive, 
it is true, more than we can ever give ; but if that is 
our chief purpose in so doing we have not caught the 
spirit of Christ's message. ‘‘ Individuals who seek 
religion for heaven alone are merely bargain-hunters,’’ 
is the searching way a Chautauqua speaker is reported 
to have put the truth. Getting saved merely for what 
we can get out of it for ourselves is a selfish and un- 
worthy way to seek salvation. But to come to Christ 
in joyous acceptance of his salvation because only in 
him can we live a life that counts, is to seek salvation 
for what it will make us worth to others, —and that is 
what Christ wants us to think most about. 


The Peril of a Mind to Be Rich 


ONEY-MAKING is held to be a right and prin- 
cipal purpose in life by the vast majority of 
persons in the world to-day. Probably this 

has always been so, and the view bids fair to continue 
and to control for a long time to come. For it is the 
view not only of the confessedly godless and self-seek- 
ing elements in the world ; it seems to be the con- 
scienttious conviction of most earnest Christians. 
Followers of Christ, and the leaders, or ministers, of 
the followers of Christ, unhesitatingly assert the privi- 
lege and the duty of putting money-making in the 
forefront of man’s occupations, and of availing them- 
selves of every possible opportunity not only to make 
money, but to accumulate just as much cash wealth 
as they honorably can. Yet they are well aware of 
the repeated warnings throughout the Bible of the 
danger of money, and for every one warning of this 
sort in the Bible they see ten about them in everyday 
life. 

Is it not a strange state of affairs? Is the situation 
not, indeed, almost unparalleled by any other fact in 
Christian life ?. -How is it to be accounted for? Is it 
because men who are ready to admit the need of 
every other warning of Christ's, willingly safeguarding 
themselves by total abstinence from the dangers of 
intemperance, and by a similarly rigid stand in all 
other debatable -questions, nevertheless imagine that 
in this one matter they are immune? Do they 
honestly believe that they have such strength of will 
that Christ himself would have excepted them from 
his ‘‘needle's-eye’’ warning? Or do they think that 
Christ did not mean what he said, or that if he did, 
he was just a little mistaken in this particular? It is 
hard to escape one or the other of these conclusions. 

The place which money-making has in present-day 
life needs no demonstrating. The grip that it has on 


the throat of most men, women, and children, is, per- 
haps, not ordinarily recognized by those under process 
of strangulation, but it is patent enough the moment 
one commences to look for it. The typical magazine 
advertising that its writer knows will compel attention 
is a photograph, from life, of a young man’s face, with 
a dollar mark cut out in white on the forehead, and the 
question in large type, ‘‘ What’ re your brains worth ?"’ 
Worth as money-makers, of course ; there is no other 
worth, is the axiomatic background of this advertise- 
ment that ‘‘ brings business.’’ A daily paper which 
prides itself on reflecting accurately the mind of the 
masses says in an editorial on the life of a multi- 
millionaire just deceased, ‘* He went alorg the present 
path of American development, in which money-mak- 
ing is the one great feature.’’ Another daily paper, pub- 
lished at the ‘‘ hub’’ of American thought and culture, 
sharply criticizes, in an editorial, a statement that an 
optimist had ventured to make to the effect that the 
day would never come when success in the conduct of 
college athletics would be measured by a standard of 
pecuniary profit; with this caustic and confident re- 
tort: ‘Then you must believe that college athletics 
are on a higher plane than any other branch of human 
endeavor ; practically all the rest are measured by 
money.’’ 

Even one of the most widely-read Sunday-school 
lesson-help writers, a minister of sterling character 
and common sense, betrays where he ranks the dollar 
as a factor in true happiness and worthy achievement 
when he says: ‘*‘ Nothing impresses one so pro- 
foundly with the majestic patience and heroism of 
humanity as to observe how large a proportion of the 
people in the world toil a whole life-time and accu- 
mulate—nothing. What multitudes die without a dol- 
lar!'* Whata misfortune ! is the average Christian's 
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comment. God be praised ! would be more likely 
to be the word of Jesus. ‘Give me money, or give 
me death,’’ seems to be the common cry; ‘‘ with 
money, little is to be feared ; without money, is life 
worth living?’’ One of the leading lawyers of the 
United States, a man whose practise brings him a 
princely income, is reported to have said that if he 
could be sure that his grandson would not die in the 
poorhouse, he would die happy. Yet other more 
sensible men have declared that it was their hope that 
they might die ieaving their sons so little that they 
would go to the poorhouse if they didn’t do some- 
thing about it ! 

A Chicago banker, addressing the Young Men's 
Presbyterian Union of that city, in the midst of a 
scathing arraignment of millionaires as he has known 
them interrupts himself to say, ‘‘ 1 would like to ac- 
quire millions."’ Although he admits that he does 
not want millions at the price of losing his soul and 
character, as he has seen so many men lose them, it 
does not seem to occur to him to fear that he would 
himself be in any such danger ; at any rate, he would 
like to take fhe risk. And as though to make quite 
plain what money has already done in distorting his 
views of ordinary right and wrong, he counsels his 
Christian young men listeners to save their souls, and 
then continues : ‘* Perhaps it may be necessary to be 
cold-blooded in business for the sake of your em- 
ployer or for the sake of business principles, but if 
you find that true, be one fellow in business and an- 
other outside."’ In other words, ‘‘if money-making 
demands it, play Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde; there's 
no other way, for you must make money."’ And this 
earnest, advice-giving banker says quite plainly that 
money is the one great saviour of young men, for of 
three rules he gives them, ‘‘ The first is, ‘Save your 
money.’ I say it earnestly, not because I want to in- 
crease the deposits in bank, but because it is neces- 
sary. I have had experience with young men. I 
have seen a few go wrong, lose their positions through 
dishonesty, without any fuss being made about it, but 
they were damned all the same, so far as their futures 
were concerned. But I never knew one to go wrong 
who had a savings bank account.’’ 

Another Christian worker of ripe years, recently 
describing the purpose of a certain institution, said 
that it had six foundation business principles, ‘‘the 
same that should characterize every Christian layman ; 
first, make all the money he can ; second, provide 
for prompt payment of all debts at maturity ; third, 
take good care of his property ; fourth, take good care 
of his family ; fifth, provide reasonably for rainy 
financial days ; sixth, do all possible good with the 
remainder of the profits.”’ 

How does all this square with such old-fashioned 
counsel as ‘‘ Seek ye first his kingdom, and his right- 
eousness ; andeall these things shall be added unto 
you"’? Or with this, ‘*how hardly shall they that 
have riches enter into the kingdom of God’’ ? 

There are men in the world to-day, as there always 
have been and always will be, who believe that those 
words of promise and warning are to be accepted lit- 
erally, and who prefer to shape their actions accord- 
ingly. And such men are rarely known to be in want; 
on the contrary, they are often chosen of God to be 
the custodians for him of great material wealth. For 
we must remember that nowhere is it intimated in the 
Bible that to have wealth is wrong, or that there is 
anything sinful in riches. There is a world of dif- 
ference between Aaving wealth that God has sent to 
one who is not concerned with getting it,and seeking 
wealth. It would seem safe to believe that God calls 
no man to seek wealth ; but it is evident that God in- 
tends many a loyal child of his to have unsought 
wealth. 

A practical illustration of the attitude that it is pos- 
sible to take toward this question of money-making is 
seen in the way a man recently decided the question 
when it confronted him in a peculiarly difficult form. 
He was serving the Lord in a business that brought 
him a moderate income, sufficient for his needs. He 
was unexpectedly given an opportunity to invest a 
little capital in a new business, just starting, under an 
arrangement which promised legitimate but inordinate 
returns. The opportunity was nota public one, but 
came through a relative, and there was little doubt of 
its value. 

He declined the opportunity, and he gave as his 
reason, not that he was afraid the new business would 
fail, but that he feared it would succeed! ‘* My life- 
work is clearly before me here,"’ he said, ‘and my 
interests must be given wholly and individually to this. 
The Lord is giving me as big an income as I need from 
this work ; and I do not believe I should do as good 
work here if I were in the way of getting twenty or 
fifty or a hundred thousand dollars by investing a frac- 
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tional amount of that sum. It would be a distraction 
and an outside interest that I am honestly afraid of, 
for its effect on myself. I have seen such disastrous 
failures caused by men turning aside from thei: chosen 
work in order to get rich, that I am afraid to seek 
riches that way. I am not afraid to accept the re- 
sponsibility of riches whenever the Lord sends me 
riches that are not of my seeking. But I don’t want 
to assume the risk of seeking them.’’ 

That is safe ground for every man to stand on. No 
other ground is safe. The moment the making of 
money becomes a primary purpose in a man’s life, 
that moment he is voluntarily taking a fearful risk. 
Only Christ, with his perfect understanding of man 
and what is in man, could fully appreciate just how 
great that risk is. And Christ warned men of it with 
life-and-death earnestness. He saw that wealth had 
first place in the life of the rich young ruler, and he 
sought to help that young men to recover his lost 
birthright by putting out of his life the wealth that 
had come to control him. But it was too late. Then 
Christ warned his followers against incurring that risk 
in their lives and inviting the failure that they had 
just witnessed. And he warns us against this to-day. 

To heed his warning is not to stop earning money, 
nor to withdraw one’s investments, nor to give away 
everything that one has. It is necessary to ‘‘ make 
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money,’’ as we call it ; but it is never necessary to 
give money-making first place in our interests, and it 
is awfully dangerous to seek opportunities for money- 
making to such an extent that money-making is likely 
to become more and more an absorbing interest. 
Riches once definitely soughd put in a fearful bid for 
supreme control. It is not the being rich that is the 
trouble ; it is the wanting to be rich. ‘* They that 
are minded to be rich,"’ wrote Paul to his young friend 
Timothy, ‘‘ fall into a temptation and a snare and 
many foolish and hurtful lusts, such as drown men in 
destruction and perdition. For the love of money is 
a root of all kinds of evil : which some reaching after 
have been led astray from the faith, and have pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows,"’ 

We are not true to Christ's teaching unless we live 
as though we believed his words and Paul's concern- 
ing this most subtle of all enemies. What if a genera- 
tion of young people could be brought up literally to 
fear riches! What if ministers and parents and 
teachers should finally and unreservedly recognize the 
terrible need of Christ's warning, and from now on 
determine, God helping them, to trust him to supply 
all temporal needs while they put the thought of money 
and meney-getting into the background and really gave 
first place to his Kingdom ! That step is going to usher 
in the millennium,—but we ought to take it this year. 
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When to Trust God 


When: it is hardest to trust God, then we most 
need to trust. A veteran minister of God in Ohio 
who has noted in these columns an appeal for help 
from one who was passing through deep gloom sends 
a message full of sound counsel, and needed by all. 
He writes : 


The pathetic ‘‘ appeal’’ from ‘an active Christian worker "’ 
in The Sunday School Times of June 9. 1906, and the kind 
answer to it, greatly interest me. More than fifty years ago I 
preached a sermon from Isaiah 50: ro, ‘‘ Who is among you 
that feareth Jehovah, that obeyeth the voice of his servant? 
he that walketh in darkness, and hath no light, let him trust 
in the name of Jehovah, and rely upon his God.’’ In a long 
pastoral experience I have known and loved a good many 
sufferers who needed the medicine of that text, and I have 
more than once needed it myself. ; 

The very fact that there is no reason that we can 
see for trusting Jehovah is in itself the strongest reason 
for trusting him. Trust is of most value when it is 
most needed, and the hour comes to all when they 
need Jehovah's* help even to exercise that trust. 
Therefore he has sent down the centuries to his chil- 
dren this very special help for times of need. When 
there is no light, here is light. 


x 


An Occasion of Stumbling 

The Sunday School Times is exceptionally fortu- 
nate in its proofreading. Not only does it employ 
the best talent that can be discovered in that line, but 
its readers from Prince Edward Island to the Philip- 
pines, and elsewhere, cheerfully join their abilities to 
that of its office force and assist in running down 
what errors the home staff may have left standing for 
that purpose. A New Jersey reader comes to the 
rescue this time: 

Will ~~ kindly look at the footnotes to the American Re- 
vision of the lesson for July 1 (Matt. 18 : 1-14), as such foot- 
notes are given by The Sunday School Times for June 16? 
According to that notation, verse 1 of the lesson would give 
the following (alternative) reading : ‘‘ In that hour came the 
disciples unto ey saying, Who then is a millstone turned 
by an ass?”’ erse 4 would yield the (alternative) eag | : 
‘*Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little 
child, the same is a millstone turned by an ass.’’ And verse 6 
would yield the following (alternative) reading: ‘‘... it is 
profitable for him that a greater millstone,"’ etc. 

Well, what about it, beloved? It is not difficult to imagine 
very tragic consequences resulting to ‘‘ unlearned and unsta- 
ble"’ souls from (perhaps not this, but) other mistakes of the 
printed page. Wherefore, will you suffer the word of exhor- 
tation and BE CAREFUL. 

That is sound advice, which The Sunday School 
Times needs and welcomes. The whole trouble here, 
as usually in cases of going astray, was caused by a 
trifle.—the transposition of two tiny, microscopic 
numerals, ' for *, and ? for'. The Editor regrets the 
presence of this occasion of stumbling in these pages, 
but he regrets still more that it was apparently dis- 
covered by only one individual among the close to 
one hundred thousand to whom The Sunday School 
Times goes. For he would gladly have received a 


storm of protest over this error if by that sign he 
might have known that all were using the marginal 
references of the American Revision. . Perhaps that 
is why this particular occasion of stumbling was_ per- 
mitted to come: so that many might have their 
attention called to the margins, which are usually 
richer in helpfulness than they were that week. It 
would not be believed that the error was intentionally 
published with that deliberate purpose, so the Editor 
won't suggest that. 
— 


Who Should Not Try to Win Souls? 


In thes. bright, hopeful days of individual evan- 
gelism, how many are to believe that they are called 
to have an active part in such work, and how many 
ought to believe sorrowfully that it is not for them? 
Or is not that a fair question at all? It is suggested 
by this earnest letter from a Massachusetts reader : 

You say, in your ‘‘ Notes on Open Letters,’’ that it is the 
duty and privilege of every disciple of Christ to bring some 
other to him. I can imagine no greater joy. But suppose 
one has tried, and tried, and tried again, many times, and 
failed every time ; is it not time to conclude that that is not the 
work one is called to do? (see 1 Cor. 12.) 

God usually indicates his will for his children in 
some other way than through their failures. If a 
thing is worth doing, and ought to be done, and the 
opportunity to do it comes to us repeatedly, then the 
mere fact that we have failed many times to do it 
ought to be deemed a special and extra reason to con- 
tinue at it until we learn how to succeed in its doing. 
If God wanted us to stop trying, he would probably 
make his will known in a much more unmistakable 
way. He might put us on a desert island, alone, 
with no opportunity to communicate with any other 
living soul, for instance. But until he has done that, 
and so long as there is near us a single soul who has 
not yet known for himself our joy in coming to the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, and so long as we have 
and use the right of choosing with sucha one any theme 
of conversation we please, is it reasonable to believe 
that God wants us steadfastly to shun and avoid the 
theme of themes, which may mean life eternal to this 
needy one at our side? What if we think that we 
have failed many times? What right have we to 
say that we have failed? Is life over yet, and do we 
know every result of every attempt we have made? 
There is nothing to indicate that the Great Commis- 
sion spoken to the eleven was not intended to be 
equally binding upon every disciple ‘of Jesus Christ ; 
there is every reason to believe that’ it extends to all. 
Certainly the twelfth chapter of 1 Corinthians ex- 
cludes none from soul-winning. God's chief interest 
is to bring men back to himself; can we be loyal to 
him, seeking first his kingdom, if we do not make 
that our chief interest, and work at it so long as life 
and opportugity are ours? ‘‘ Wisdom is the principal 
thing ; therefore get wisdom’”’ ; and ‘‘he that is wise 
winneth souls.’’ 
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What Live Superintendents Are Doing 





Thirty Years’ Continuous Attendance 


A remarkable instance of long-continuous attendance in 
Sunday-school is that of Mrs, Nancy A. Hall of Dayton, 
Ohio, who has attended every consecutive session of 
the Sunday-school of the First United Brethren Church 
of that city during the past three decades. On the third 
Sunday of February, 1876, Mrs. Hall became a teacher in 
the school, and on the completion of her thirty years’ service, 
on the second Sunday in Feu.uary, 1906, she was presented 
with a certificate from the four living pastors and the 
superintendent under whom she has served. Curiously 
enough, the superintendent who invited her to take a class 
in the Centennial year is still the superintendent, after more 
than thirty-one years of service. At the end of June Mrs. 
Hall bad been present at 1,580 Sunday sessions. Principal 
Albert B. Shauck of the College Preparatory School of 
Dayton, who furnishes this information, writes: ‘*I am 
sending you a picture of a certificate presented to our most 
faithful member, Mrs, N. A. Hall, together with those of all 
her pastors and the superintendent of our Sunday-school. 
We think it is almost worthy of mention in The Sunday 
School Times, since we have had that paper in our Sunday- 
school a score of years.’’ 


. 
Good Tracts for Temperance Day 


One dignified, helpful, and successful way to use the 
opportunity to do good afforded by Temperance Day in the 
Sunday-school is to give a carefully selected temperance 
leaflet to each scholar. It, should be small, interesting, 
instructive, and attractive. Such leaflets can be obtained, 
and their number should be annually increased. It is 
pleasant to see the willingness with which the little mes- 
sengers are received and taken home, where their influence 
cannot be overestimated. 

Last year, in one Sunday-school in New York City, 
fourteen hundred leaflets were distributed. Before De- 
cision Day the beautiful narrative tract, ‘*‘ Make it so Plain 
that I Can Get Hold of it,’’ was used. It is one ot the 
most helpful ones that has ever been published. It can be 
obtained of the American Tract Society, 150 Nassau Street, 
New York City. Dr. Deems has left himself on.record in 
‘*Sitting in a Draught,’’ which cannot be too widely cir- 
culated. This is published by the same house. ‘*Tem- 
perance Work for Girls,’? by Rose Elizabeth Cleveland. 
‘*On the Fence,’’ most artistically illustrated, ‘‘A Thing 
to Cry Over,’’ by Dr. John Hall, and ‘‘ Drink Like a Gen- 
tleman,’’ are published by the Temperance Committee of 
the Presbyterian Church, and may be had by applying to 
Dr. John Hill, Chairman, Penn Building, Pittsburg, Pa.— 
Mary Stewart Dunlap, New York City, 


. 
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Starting A Missionary Campaign 


** Begin the first Sunday in September to plan a foreign 
mission campaign in your church. Send for leaflets, bul- 
letins, study class-helps, published by the board. Look 
out for good new missionary books of the year. Read 
them and induce others to read.’’ 

This text from the Missionary Calendar was the starting- 
point. A letter to the pastor had a cordial and prompt 
reply. A conference that would represent every depart- 
ment of the church was planned. Two representatives of 
each was the limit, fixed for a parlor conference. For if 
the right house is chosen, you have a better meeting, there 
is more freedom, the personal element contributes so 
much, and the social touch is added that no church parlor 
can give. 

Twenty-five were asked; seventeen came. It was a 
good conference. Most seemed free to take part, and 
there was much prayer. ‘‘ Prayer is the unused power of 
the church.’? If only we put more prayer into all our 
meetings, not having the conventional opening and closing 
prayers merely! Then, also, have spaces for silent prayer 
when there is indeed communion with God,—not the rest- 
less uncomfortableness that pause seems to make so fre- 
quently, but the restfulness that waiting on God alone can 
give,—and wait. 

We had this, and we had many prayers, too. We used 
the prayer-thoughts in the opening pages of the ‘* Cycle of 
Prayer,’’? sentences from the Bible, ‘Calls to Prayer,’’ 
*‘Incentives to Prayer,’”’ ‘Conditions of Prevailing 
Prayer,’’? ‘* Assurances to the Prayerful.’? Each, after 
using the little book, received the copy ‘‘to be put in your 
Bible and used daily.’ ‘* Lay hold of God’s power, and 
don’t let go,’? I heard Hudson Taylor say at the Ecu- 
menical Missionary Conference, and this thought was 
made prominent. 

Then the offerings of the church in all its departments 
to foreign missions were read without comment. It was 
not the Forward Movement that it should have been. The 
need, the necessity, of mission study was the next theme. 
The Sanday-school departments were reviewed. It had 
long been a rule of the schools to have ten minutes once a 
month in each for a missionary talk. During the long ill- 
ness and absence of the most interested member this had 
lapsed. Why? 

To one at least it was sadly apparent that too much had 


been allowed to that one. The missionary committee 
merely distributed funds, and that is surely not enough 
Each department was put through a sort of examination, 
and requested to appoint two or three who should attend 
solely to the missionary information. 

Wishing to ensure much better, more consecutive and 
abiding work than the best of talks can give, the little 
book, ‘* Missionary Studies for the Sunday-School,’’ by 
George Harvey Trull, issued by the Foreign Missions 
Library, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, was on hand, and 
each department solicited to put one in each class, This 
little book has six studies, —two on home and four on for- 
eign missions. Each is well adapted to a ten-minutes’ 
talk or ten-minutes’ study in class. Each scholar really 
should own his or her copy. At the emd of each chapter, 
with its ten or more questions, is a list of additional books 
that offer suggestions for further interest on the topic. 
One remarkable thing about the attractive little volume, 
with its red cloth back and brown board sides, is the price. 
How it can be sold for fifteen cents singly and ten cents 
for twenty or more copies is known only to the pub- 
lishers. 

For further study, classes for the teachers were proposed 
and promised, and it was decided that a class on ‘‘ Day- 
break in the Dark Continent’? would begin with bi- 
monthly sessions on Sunday afternoons for the eight sessions 
required. ‘* Daybreak ’’ was also on sale, and copies of 
both books were taken. 

Prayer emphasized the needs, and the conference was 
over, its results to begin at once, The superintendent of 
the mission said he would put ‘* Missionary Studies ’’ in 
all his classes, giving a copy to a pupil in each who would 
form the missionary committee. The leader of the con- 
gregational Bible class said he would have missions monthly 
in his class. The idols and shrine on the tables were 
examined, and the people lingered long, discussing the 
matter. 

The next Sunday, in the primary room, the one ap- 
sag that evening had -the ‘‘ Missionary Studies ’’ on 

and, and each teacher paid for a copy. A capital talk 
was given by another ardent teacher to the teachers, and 
the Sunday following appointed for ten minutes in the 
classes. The intermediate room had a teachers’-meeting 
after school to present the plan, and a strong committee 
has matters well in charge. The committee in the main 
school represents the deepest interest. Some of the 
teachers have interested their classes to have books of 
their own. 

The teachers’ mission study class has begun with a most 
interested representation of all the departments, such a 
quietly-interested class, all taking part in the petitions as 
suggested in the ‘*‘ Weekly Prayer Cycle for Africa.’’ All 
promised regular attendance, even the busy men. 

The absolutely essential definiteness of prayer was 
helped by these petitions for Africa, which each was to use 
daily (some pray only for themselves and their circle). 
Prayer—do you pray with fervent expectancy? Do you 
ask large things? Do you ‘‘ both hope and quietly wait 
for’’ the answer? Do you talk to all you can, quietly and 
privately, on its wonderful efficacy and the closeness it 
brings to God? Do you realize how the church needs to 
have a prayer-hunger? Do you daily, hourly, ‘* wait on 
the Lord ’’? 

The needs are great, very great, the darkness of 
heathendom is ‘* darkness made visible,’’ and we can only 
pray andwork, Do we pray—enough? Do we at our va- 
rious services in the Sunday-school especially have mis- 
sionary prayers—enough ? Are they, if we have them, apt 
to be very vague? Do they make emphatic the mission- 
ary purpose (that Christianity means) so that all ‘* may feel 
the dignity of the work and be impressed that all is done 
with a consciousness of God’s presence’’? What mission- 
ary hymns do you use? Do your missionary instructings 
in Sunday-school (and everywhere) lead all ‘* to /ee/—not 
merely know—the desperate need ofsalvation on the part 
of millions of souls who know not fesus’’? Are all ‘‘led 
to look at the whole problem in the light he sheds on it’? ? 

‘* Let us, then, resolve that, with God’s help, this year, 
our work shall be characterized by a firmer and deeper 
purpose, and let us bend all our energies in this direction 
—toward making the members of our classes fee/ the need 
of the heathen world, and carefully and prayerfully before 
God consider their relation to it.”’ 

Finally, then, mission study enables us to ‘‘ pray with 
the understanding.’? To quote Andrew Murray’s Ministry 
of Intercession : ‘*‘ We need to pray with the spirit, as the 
vehicle of the intercession of God’s Spirit, if we are to take 
hold of God in faith and power. We need to pray with 
the understanding, if we are really to enter deeply into the 
needs we bring before him. Take time to apprehend in- 
telligently, in each subject, the nature, the extent, the 
urgency of the 1:equest, the ground and way and certainty 
of God’s promise as revealed in his Word. Let the mind 
affect the heart. Pray with the understanding and with 
the spirit.’’ 

Copy Moravian methods, for they have reached far be- 
yond all other bodies of Christians. One in sixty goes 
from them as a missionary ; one in thirty-five hundred in 
other bodies. 

Dr. Stewart says: ‘* They nourish the missionary spirit 
or feeling by stated. prayers for the success of missions in 


their Sunday worship, by the frequent use of hymns relatin 

to the coming of Christ’s kingdom, and by frequent specia 
missionary services. By this cultivation of the missionary 
spirit, young and old, men, women, and children, all feel 
a kind of passion for missions, Hence they are seldom at 
a loss for faithful laborers to go even to the most unin- 
viting and inhospitable countries,’’—V. F, Penrose, Ger- 
mantown, Philad iphia. 


The Sunday-School Bureau of the Church 


The Presbyterian Sunday-school that is not under the 
direct control of the Session is an illegitimate child of the 
church, Consequently, as a Presbyterian pastor I have 
appointed a committee in the Session of our church, known 
as the Sunday-school Teachers’ Bureau. The duties of the 
bureau are as follows : 

1. The elders composing the bureau are required to 
personally examine young men and young women, and 
prepare them for a teachers’ class, When they are placed 
in this class they are expected to study to become teachers. 

2. This bureau is expected to select competent teachers 
for the different classes. 

3. This bureau is a direct connecting link between the 
Session and the Sunday-school. The Sunday-school speaks 
to the Session through this bureau ; the Session directs the 
affairs of the Sunday-school through this bureau. 

4. The Session elects the superintendents, officers, and 
teachers of our Sunday-school. Every person who occu- 
pies a place of prominence or responsibility is placed in 
said position by the Session. When one is removed, he is 
removed by the authority of the Session, by the action of 
the Session. Consequently there never arises, and there 
never can arise, any friction in the Sunday-school. 

The superintendents are required to make monthly re- 
ports to the session, so far as the internal workings of the 
Sunday-school are concerned. 

Regarding matters wholly within the province of the 
Sunday-school to handle, the Session has appointed an 
Executive Committee, consisting of the officers of the Sun- 
day-school, for the purpose of handling such internal 
questions, 

No bills are contracted except by the order of the Audit- 
ing Committee. The Auditing Committee is composed of 
three of the Sunday-school officers, and the Session re- 
quires the full committee of three to constitute a quorum. 
By requiring the full committee to constitute » quorum we 
avoid friction between majority and minority reports. 

Our school is graded, and every six months certificates 
of promotion are issued. The four departments of the 
school are thoroughly organized, namely, the primary, the 
junior, the intermediate, and the senior, each having a 
superintendent. The general superintendent has two as- 
sistants. His assistants are assigned as follows: 1. Super- 
intendent over teachers and officers. Itis the business of 
this assistant to see that every teacher and every officer is 
in his or her place. If one is absent, he is required to 
secure and prepare a substitute. 2. The second assistant 
is made superintendent of pupils. It is his business to 
receive and assign pupils, to look after strangers, to super- 
intend the graduating exercises, and to conduct the pro- 
motion day programs, The teachers:-meeting is under 
the direct supervision of the Executive Committee, and 
the superintendent of each department is required to teach 
the teachers of his department. 

The Sunday-school is manned by consecrated Christian 
young men. Every department is required to have an arm 
that reaches into the Sunday-school. As we require the 
Sunday-school to feed the church, so we require all the 
departments of the church to feed the Sunday-school. 

We try to make it distinctively a school for the purpose 
of teaching the Bible. It is not a Sunday concert, nor is it 
a Sunday nursery for the purpose of relieving careless 
mothers of the care of their neglected children. We are 
trying to make the church understand that it is distinctively 
aschool. The object of teaching the Bible is to reach and 
save the pupils. Therefore the motto of the school is, ‘* A 
clear exposition of God’s Word; the immediate conversion 
of every unsaved pupil.’? Under the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit we prepare for results, we expect results, and 
we draw the net and get results.— Zhe Rev. M. A. Mat- 
thews, Seattle, Washington. 


Sending Uncle Sam After Absentees 


A young traveling man, somewhat tired and decidedly 
lazy, stayed at nome from Sunday-school one Sunday. In 
Tuesday’s mail came the following postal card : 


SOUTH HIGHLAND PREs. S. S. 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 


This card is sent that you may know we have missed you 
from the school to-day. The report for the day shows 144 
present, 116 on time. Collections, $22.96. 

Hoping to have you with us next Sabbath.,. 

Sincerely yours, 


UNE 3, 1906, 


ae o ee FZ. 
**H’m!’’ exclaimed the young traveling man, with both 
crescendo and diminuendo in the brief syllable,—‘* H’m ! 
All on my account! Well, that’s business! Guess I’il 


stay with ’em!’’—Lee McCrae, Birmingham, Alabama. 
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The Spirit of Right Bible Study 


By R. A. Torrey, D.D. 


T IS often said that we 
should study the Bible just 
as we study any other book. 

That principle contains a truth, 
but it also contains a great error. 
The Bible, it is true, is a book 
as other books are books ; the 
same laws of grammatical and 
literary construction hold here 
as in other books ; but the Bible 
isa unique book. It is what no 
other book is, the Word of God. 
This can be easily proved to 
any candid man. The Bible 
ought then to be studied as no 
other book is. It should be 
studied as the Word of God. 
This involves five things : 

(1.) A greater eagerness and 
more careful and candid study 
to find out just what it teaches 
than is bestowed upon all other 
books. Itis important to know 
the mind of man, It is abso- 
lutely essential to know the mind of God. The place 
to discover the mind of God is the Bible. This is the 
Book in which God reveals his mind. 

(2.) A prompt and unquestioning acceptance of, 
and submission to, its teachings when definitely ascer- 
tained. These teachings may appear to us unreason- 
able or impossible, nevertheless we should accept 
them. If this Book is the Word of God, how foolish 
it is to submit its teachings to the criticism of our 
finite reasoning. A little boy who discredits his wise 
father’s statements simply because to his infant mind 
they appear unreasonable, is not a philosopher, but a 
fool. But the greatest of human thinkers is only an 
infant compared with the infinite God. And to dis- 
credit God's statements found in his Word because 
they appear unreasonable to our infantile minds is 
not to act the part of the philosopher, but the part of 
a fool. When we are once satisfied that the Bible is 
the Word of God, its clear teachings must be for us 
the end of all controversy and discussion. 

(3.) Absolute reliance upon all its promises in all 
their length and breadth and depth and height. 
The one who studies the Bible as the Word of God 
will say of any promise, no matter how vast and 
beyond belief it appears, ‘‘God who cannot lie has 
promised this, so I will claim it for myself.’ Mark 
the promise you thus claim. Look each day for 
some pew promise from your infinite Father. He 
has put ‘this riches in glory’’ at your disposal (Phil. 
4:19). I know of no better way to grow rich spiritu- 
ally than to search daily for promises, and when you 
find them appropriate them to yourself. 

(4.) Obedience. Bea doer of the Word and not a 
hearer only, deceiving your own soul (Jas. r : 22). 
Nothing goes farther to help one understand the 
Bible than the purpose to obey it. Jesus said, ‘If 
any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of the 
teaching’’ (John 7: 17, R. V.). The surrendered 
will means the clear eye. If our eye is single (that 
is, if our will is absolutely surrendered to God) our 
whole body shall be full of light. But if our eye be 
evil (that is, if we are trying to serve two masters and 
are not absolutely surrendered to one Master, God) 
our whole body shall be full of darkness (Matt. 6: 
22-24). Many a passage that looks obscure to you 
now would become as clear as day if you were willing 
to. obey in all things what the Bible teaches. Each 
commandment discovered in the Bible that is really 
intended as a commandment to us should be obeyed 
instantly. It is remarkable how soon one loses his 
relish for the Bible and how soon the mind becomes 
obscured to its teachings when we disobey the Bible 
at any point. Many a time I have known persons 
who have loved their Bibles and have been useful in 
God's service and clear in their views of the truth 
who have come to something in the Bible that they 
were unwilling to obey, some sacrifice was demanded 
that they were unwilling to make, and their love for 
the Bible has rapidly waned, their faith in the Bible 
began to weaken, and soon they were drifting farther 
and farther away from clear views of the truth. 
Nothing clears the mind like obedience ; nothing 
darkens the mind like disobedience. Te obey a 
truth you see prepares you to see other truths. 
To disobey a truth you see darkens your mind to all 
truths. 


The sixth of a series of articles by Dr. 
Torrey, of which those already published 
were on ‘The Summons to Christian 
“Service,” ‘‘ Making Our Bible Study 
Profitable,”’ ‘‘ What of the Difficulties in 
the Bible?’ “ How Shall Christians 
Amuse Themselves?” and ‘‘ Making 
Prayer a Force in Life.”’ 

The concluding article in the series will 
take up ‘‘ How May We Know God’s Will 
For Us?” 

A pamphlet of exceptional value to per- 
sonal workers, containing articles by Dr. 
Torrey, Charles M. Alexander, George 
T. B. Davis, and Charles Gallaudet Trum- 
bull, reprinted from The Sunday School 
Times, is now ready, and will be supplied 
by the Times at ten cents each, or one 
dollar a dozen. 


Cultivate prompt, exact, un- 
questioning, joyous obedience 
to every. command that it is 
evident from its context applies 
to you. Be on the lookout for 
new orders from your King. 
Blessing lies in the direction of 
obedience to them. God's 
commands are but sign-boards 
that mark the road to present 
success and blessedness and to 
eterna! glory. 

(5.) Studying the Bible as the 
Word of God involves studying 
it as his own voice speaking 
directly to you. When you 
open the Bible to study realize 
that you have come into the 
very presence of God and that 
now he is going to speak to you. 
Realize that it is God who is 
talking to you as much as if 
you saw him standing there. 
Say to yourself, ‘‘God is now 
going to speak to me.’’ Nothing goes farther to give a 
freshness and gladness to Bible study than the realiza- 
tion that as you read God is actually talking to you. 
In this way Bible study becomes personal companion- 
ship with God himself. That was a wonderful privi- 
lege that Mary had one day, of sitting at the feet of 
Jesus and listening to his voice, but if we will study the 
Bible as the Word of God and as if we were in God's 
very presence, then we shall enjoy the privilege of 
sitting at the feet of God and having him talk to us 
every day. How often what would otherwise be a 
mere mechanical performance of a duty would be- 
come a wonderfully joyous privilege if one would say 
as he opens the Bible, ‘‘ Now God, my Father, is 
going to speak to me.’’ Oftentimes it helps us to a 
realization of the presence of God to read the Bible 
on our knees. The Bible became in some measure a 
new book to me when I took to reading it.on my 
knees. 

Study the Bible prayerfully. God, who is the 
author of the Bible, is willing to act as interpreter of 
it. He does so when you ask him to. The one who 
prays with earnestness and faith the Psalmist's prayer, 
‘*Open thou mine eyes that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law’’ (Psa. 119; 18), will get his 
eyes opened to see new beauties and wonders in the 
Word of God that he never dreamed of before. Be 
very definite about this. Each time you open the 
Bible to study it, even though it is but for a few min- 
ates, ask God to give you an open and discerning eye, 
and expect him to do it. Every time you come to a 
difficulty in the Bible, lay it before God and ask an 
explanation and expect it. How often we think as 
we puzzle over hard passages, ‘‘Oh, if I only had 
some great Bible teacher here to explain this to me!”’ 
God is always present. He understands the Bible 
better than any human teacher. Take your difficulty 
to him and ask him to explainit. Jesus said, ‘‘ When 
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide you into 
all the truth’’ (John 16: 13, R. V.). ° It is the privi- 
lege of the humblest believer in Christ to have the 
Holy Spirit for his guide in his study of the Word. 
I have known many very humble people, people with 
almost no education, who got more out of their Bible 
study than most of the great theological teachers that 
I have known ; simply because they had learned that 
it was their privilege to have the Holy Spirit for their 
teacher as they studied the Bible. Commentaries on 
the Bible are oftentimes of great value, but one will 
learn more of real value from the Bible by having the 
Holy Spirit for his teacher when he studies his Bible 
than he will from all the commentaries that were ever 
published. 

Improve spare moments for Bible study. In al- 
most every man’s life many minutes each day are 
lost, while waiting for meals, riding on trains, going 
from place to place in street-cars and so forth. Carry 
a pocket Bible or Testament with you and save these 
golden moments by putting them to the very best 
use, listening to the voice of God. 

Store away the Scripture in your mind and 
heart. It will keep you from sin (Psa. 119: 11, R. 
V.); from false doctrine (Acts 20: 29, 30, 32 ; 2 Tim. 
3: 13-15). It will fill your heart with joy (Jer. 15: 
16); and peace (Psa. 85: 8). It will give you victory 
over the evil one (1 John 2: 14); it will give you 
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power in prayer (John 15: 7); it will make you wiser 
than the aged and your enemies (Psa. 119: 98, 100, 
130) ; it will make you ‘‘complete, . furnished com- 
pletely unto every good work’’ (2 Tim. 3 : 16, 17, R. 
V.). Try it. Do not memorize at random but memo- 
rize Scripture in a connected way; memorize texts 
bearing on various subjects in proper order; memorize 
by chapter and verse that you may know where to 
put your finger on the text if any one disputes it. 
You should have a good Bible for your study. One 
of the best is ‘*The Oxford Two Version Bible, 
Workers’ Edition.”’ 





Little Jimmy and Old Dog Cuff 


By Costella G. Washburn 


IMMY and Maggie never thought the place lonely, 
but their mother did, and after their father fell 
asleep one day long ago, and never awakened, 

she used to take Jimmy upon her lap and cry over 


‘him, and tell him he was her Little Man, and must 


take care of her. The boy was very proud to be thus 
trusted to fill his father’s place, and when he did any 
work especially well it pleased him to hear his mother 
call him by that good name. 

Once ‘‘ old Uncle Hollis,’’ who lived in the nearest 
house, a half-mile away, heard him called Little Man 
as he went past Jimmy’s home with his dog Cuff, and 
he turned and stared at the little fellow. 

‘« Little Man ! huh !’’ hesnarled. <* Little rascal, 
that’s what he is !'’ Whole tribe of boys are rascals, 
stealing my apples, my chestnuts, always in mischief. 
If he comes near us we will cuff him away, won't we, 
Cuff?’ 

Jimmy heard him with terror, for always the old 
dog growled when he and Maggie.went by the.old 
man’s house to school, and almost all the children 
were afraid of the miser who lived alone in the little 
cottage, and cared for nothing on earth but his farm, 
his money, and his dog. 

One July afternoon the two children were in their 
home pasture after blueberries. They found few, 
and cast longing eyes at the next lot. 

‘« There are such a lot of them over in Uncle Hollis’ 
field,’ Jimmy said. ‘‘I guess we might get a few 
over there. The old miser will never know it.’’ 

‘«T guess that would be kind of stealing, wouldn't 
it?’ 

‘«] suppose so, but I do want to get enough for one 
pie. Mother said she would make one for Sunday if 
we did.”’ 

**We might go ask Uncle Hollis,’’ suggested the 
girl. 

Jimmy remembered he was to be a Little Man, and 
so the two came timidly up the path to the doorway 
where old Mr. Hollis Boynton sat watching them. 
They took hold of hands, for they were both afraid, 
and the dog growled and showed his. teeth. But 
Jimmy boldly stepped forward. 

‘* Please, Uncle Hollis, may we pick some blue- 
berries in your lot ?’’ 

‘«No, you can't! I want to pick 'em myself.’’ 
Then he glared at them without saying another word, 
and the children went back to the road. 

‘«« Let's go over by the old slate ledge, on Pat Ryan's 
land,’’ suggested Maggie. ‘*He won't care, and 
there were a lot there last year mother said."’ 

Soon they were picking busily along the edge of 
what was once a deep cavity, but was now filled with 
ice cold water from springs. The pool came within 
a couple of feet of the level ground, the steep sides of 
rock making it a dangerous place. As they worked 
they saw Cuff and his master walking over the pasture 
hill near where they had been picking. 

‘Out to see if we get his berries,’’ said Jimmy ; 
‘the needn't be afraid, we won't bother him.’’ 

Just then Maggie cried out, ‘‘Oh, look, Cuff is 
coming after us !°° 

This seemed to be the case, but the dog was chas- 
ing a rabbit, and the children were soon over their 
fright. 

*« He won't see us probably, that dog is half blind,’’ 
asserted the boy. 

The rabbit passed close to them with slight chance 
of escape, the children thought, but turned sharply by 
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the pool, dove into a hole, and was seen no more, 
while Cuff blundered headlong into the water. 

‘Good ducking! Good enough for him !"’ said 
Jimmy. 

‘He can’t get out,’’ asserted Maggie, as the ani- 
mal swam around vainly searching a landing-place. 

They watched their old enemy a while, and then 
he paddled close to the shore at their feet and whined. 
He was unable to keep up longer and sank. 

‘*Oh, Jimmy,’’ screamed the girl, ‘*he’s drown- 
ing, he’s drowning !"’ 

‘*Ought to drown,—ought to have drowned long 
ago."’ 

‘*But, Jimmy, he’s drowning ! 
drown !"’ 

‘« He won't bite me if he drowns."* 

Just then the great brown eyes of Cuff met his own, 
and there was another whine. The root of a young 
wild-cherry tree gave Jimmy something to hold to, 
and in an instant he had let himself down into the 
water to his waist and had Cuff by the collar. A 
projecting bit of rock gave him an insecure foothold, 
but with Maggie lying down and reaching to help, 
they got Cuff out, and the brown body was stretched 
on the grass in absolute exhaustion. Then they 
looked up to see the dog’s master, who had arrived 
just in time to see the rescue. Without a word, he 
picked up his pet and strode off toward home. 
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* He might Wave thanked~us,’’said Jitmmy, as he 
smoothed his trousers leg to get out the water. 

The next day Uncle Hollis and Cuff appeared for 
the first time in years at the door of Jimmy's home. 

‘Where is that little man of yours?'’ inquired 
the visitor. ‘*He saved my dog, the dog my boy 
Henry had when he was little. I guess he is a good 
boy, and I guess I have been most too cross. If my 
dog had drowned, I would have had no one in the 
world at all,—no one at all, I brought him a little 
present."’ 

Then he laid down a bundle and went away quickly, 
while Cuff astonished Jimmy by licking his hand in 
friendly fashion. In the bundle was a silver-mounted 
cane-fishpole which Uncle Hollis had given his only 
boy years before, a little silver locket, dark with age, 
evidently for Maggie, and a note which read : 





This is to say that Jimmy Franklin and 
Maggie Franklin can pick berries and 
chestnuts on my land all they want. 

H. Boynton. 











And when she read it, Jimmy's mother called him 
her Little Man. 


Pocantico Hits, N. Y. 
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Army Thinks 





o f Christian Methods 
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WO years ago, when the War Department of 
Japan gave permission for three Young Men’s 
Christian Association secretaries to pitch their 

**comforting tent’’ on the banks of the Yalu River, 
in the rear of General Kuroki’s army, not even the 
most visionary leaders of the movement dreamed how 


- successful and far-reaching the work was destined to 


be: The army was considered closed to Christian 
workers. The allied Christian bodies had failed to 
get their representatives to the front, and it was only 
by most fortunate circumstances that the Young 
Men's Christian Association was allowed tos give a 
practical exhibition of the nature and value of its 
work, The-beginuing was difficult, but, once on the 
field, the work spread from the one post on the Yalu 
to eleven different bases of the army, so covéring the 
field that at least three-quarters of a million of sol- 
diers were ministered to before the army returned 
to Japan, To these men were given 3,385,000 pieces 
of stationery and 416,000 pieces of religious literature, 


' Supplies of buttons, thread, soap, etc., were furnished 


to 88,000 men, books were loaned to 26,000, and bar- 
ber supplies to over 152,000. The laundry of the 
Fengwancheng branch was used by 18,000 soldiers. 
The Association secretaries made 764 visits to hos- 
pitals and isolated posts, gave 1,752 graphophone 
concerts and entertainments, and held 613 religious 
meetings. About 1,566,000 soldiers entered the 
different branches. 

To finance this great campaign over Ven 60,000 
($30,000 gold) was given by friends in Japan and 
America. Of this amount Yen 10,000 was graciously 
donated by the Emperor and Empress. 

Before and during the return of the troops every 
higher general in the army, including the field mar- 
shal and an imperial prince, personally expressed 
his thanks to the Association for the help it had 
been to their men. Major-General Kamio, formerly 
Chief of Staff at Dalny, in a public address made the 
following statements: - 

‘Though I venture to say that everything was 
completely provided for the prosecution of war, yet I 


must frankly acknowledge that there was no provision ° 


made for the field recreation ot the Japanese soldiers; 
it was entirely outside the Japanese army system. 

‘In all eleven places where work was definitely 
organized, the Young Men's Christian Association 
provided suitable buildings, divided into meeting and 
music halls, library, reading-room, tea-room, barber 
shop, letter-writing room, etc. To these rooms sol- 
diers were given free access day and night. The 
men who had charge of the Association received the 
innumerable soldiers with untiring zeal and kindness. 
They gave the soldiers healthy recreation and every- 
thing else they needed, which made them almost for- 
get that they were in the field of war. 

‘* At the same time the Association secretaries vis- 


ited the military hospitals and distributed newspapers, 
magazinés, and pictures among the sick and wounded, 
and comforted them by preaching and lecturing. 
When the transportation of soldiers to Japan com- 
menced after the restoration of peace, the Association 
provided ‘music at all the principal railway stations, 
and distributed newspapers and magazines among the 
soldiers, thus making them forget the tediousness of 
the journey. 

‘*I firmly believe that the many-sided work done 
by the Young Men's Christian Association enabled 
innumerable soldiers to pass their time in the most 
wholesome and agreeable ways, and prevented their 
being tempted into harmful habits and dissipation. 
Thus the hundreds of thousands of soldiers made their 
triumphant return deeply grateful for the warm-hearted 
service rendered by the Association. 1 believe that 
the officers of the Association, as well as those who 
contributed money and various articles for the work, 
should feel well satisfied that their object was suc- 
cessfully acconiplished. 

‘«Let me remark that I can discover two results 
from the successful work of the Association. First, 
hundreds of thousands of soldiers, representing every 
class of Japanese society, were made acquainted with 
the gospe: of Christ. Secondly, when these hun- 
dreds of thousands returned home, they told their 
parents, brothers, and friends about the kind ministry 
of the Young Men's Christian Association, and thus 
many millions more have been made somewhat 
acquainted with the spirit of the Christian religion.’’ 

From beginning to end the military authorities 
have enthusiastically co-operated in making the work 
practical and effective. Free transportation for secre- 
taries and supplies, and the use of good buildings at 
the various points, were given. Some of the officers 
gave time and money to the work. General Oshima, 
the military governor of Manchuria, recently contrib- 
uted Yen 1,000 to continue the permanent associa- 
tions. The War Department has welcomed the de- 
cision of the Association to maintain permanent work 
at Port Arthur (where the navy is also touched), Lio- 
yang, and Tiehling, and at several division points in 
Japan, and has offered free transportation on rail- 
ways and transports for all secretaries and supplies. 
General Terauchi, the Minister of War, has sent the 
following remarkable letter to the President of the 
National Committee of the Association : 


The Young Men’s Christian Association, moved by the 
desire to minister to the welfare and comfort of our officers 
and soldiers at the front, carried on its beneficent work 
throughout the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905. Be- 
ginning at Chinampho early in September, 1904, it kept 
pace with the northward progress of the field forces for 
nearly twenty long months, until March, 1906, establish- 
ing its work at eleven posts in Manchuria and Korea. At 
large expense of money and labor, and by a great variety 
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of means, it filled the leisure of our officers and soldiers, 
far from home, with wholesome recreation. The com- 
pleteness of the equipment and the success of the cnte1- 

rise were universally tested and recognized by our troops 
in the field, I am fully assured that the recipients of all 
this generous service are filled with deep and inexpressible 
gratitude. 

Now, simultaneously with the triumphant return of our 
armies, as I learn of the successful termination of your 
enterprise, I take this opportunity to express my heartfelt 
thanks for your noble services, and at the same time to 
voice my 2 of the generosity of all those who 
have, either by gifts or by personal effort, supported the 


work. (Signed) M. TeRAUCHI, 


‘ . Minister of War. 
Tokyo, 28th May, 39th Meiji (1906). 
To Yorcu1 Honpa, EsqQ., President The Japanese Young 
Men's Christian Association Union, 


Another letter, from a much more humble member 
of the empire than the Minister of War, is the follow- 
ing, written by a Japanese sergeant to Mr. Loomis of 
the Bible House, at Yokohama, of the American Bible 
Society : 

Liau YANG, MANCHURIA, June. 26, 1906. 
Rev. H. Loomis: 

Although your name has been known to me a 
long time, I have never had the happiness of seeing you 
personally But the sense of gratitude has emboldened 
me to thus address you, and your reading of this letter is 
earnestly entreated. 

I am a sergeant belonging to the Headquarters of the 
Sixty-second Regiment of Infantry, now stationed in Liau 
Vang as guards. I will briefly relate my history. About 
seven years ago, in December, 1900, I was summoned to 
join the army in my native province, Tosa, At the com- 
mencement of the recent war I was*ordered to Port Arthur, 
where I was wounded, and sent back to Japan. On my 
recovery I was sent to Mukden, and was fortunate enough 
to return home in triumph in January last. In March fol- 
lowing I was sent a third time to Manchuria, to serve as a 
guard. Now things are quite different from what they 
were in war time, and we are getting along as peacefully as 
at home. 

While I was yet in my native province I went to the 
Christian church quite often, by the advice of my Christian 
friends, and heard many useful and interesting sermons. 
But I had no desire to become a Christian. 

I remained the same even after I came to Manchuria, 
and until I began to visit the Comfort Department of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, which has been estab- 
lished here, In it I have received kind entertainment 
from the members of the Association, have borrowed the 
books and tracts kept there, and read them at my leisure. 
Thus theré arose in my mind a belief in God, and a light 
began to shine into my heart. The sense of duty towards 
him followed it, and now I have so advanced in the faith 
that I am trying to get others to come to the true God also. 

The principal work of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation here is to comfort .the officers and men who are 
stationed here, and also to improve the moral condition of 
the Japanese. The number of those who resort every day 
to their meeting place, where provision is made for their 
innocent amusement and exercise, reaches several hun- 
dreds, and the influence is great, as also the pleasure which 
is given. Among-all, the one thing that is most popular, 
and which has the widest influence, is the reading-room, 
and especially the pictures which it contains. 

The Japanese, and especially the soldiers here, are very 
busy, for they have to watch over a large extent of country, 
and some of them are not sufficiently educated to read and 
understand difficult books, Under such circumstances 
pictures and easy books, such as you have contributed, are 
most welcome. We are very curious to see the pretty 
pictures, and when we are told that they were given out of 
deep sympathy on the part of foreigners they give us double 
pleasure. 

I can safely say that no small portion of those who have 
come to resort to the Young Men’s Christian Association 
rooms owe their coming entirely to these very pictures. I 
am one of these. ; 

There is also a tract entitled ‘‘ Light in Darkness,’’ 
which I read the other day, and learned how great is the 
goodness of God. I thought within myself, as I read it, if 
a person who is utterly blind can be so strong in the faith, 
how much more ought we to be! And all such valuable 
gifts we owe to you. 

I am very thankful to you for all this, and should have 
written a letter of thanks long ago, but I hesitated to do 
so, as I cannot write in English. But now, being unable 
to refrain any longer, I write this to thank you for your 
kindness. S 

HO KAWAYA, 


Sergeant Headquarters Sixty-seoond Regiment. 


With the decision of the Association to respond to 
the urgent invitation of officers and men in under- 
taking permanent work for the soldiers of the empire, 
the great enterprise passes out of the experimental 
stage into one of the most promising open doers that 
has ever come to a Christian organization. For the 
success of this movement the officers of the Associa- 
tion wish to express their thanks to the generous 
friends in Japan and America who have madc its 
growth and splendid achievements possible. 





458 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





AUGUST II, 1906 


LESSON 9. AUGUST 26. THE RICH YOUNG RULER 


Mark 10: 17-31. (Read Matt. 19 : 16-30; Mark 10; 2-16.) Memory verses: 23, 24 
Golden Text: If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up_his cross, and follow me.—Matt. 16 : 24* 








COMMON VERSION 


17 | And when he was gone forth into the 
way, there came one running, and kneeled to 
him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall 
I do that I may inherit eternal life ? 

18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest 
thou me good? ¢here is none good but one, 
that is, God. 

19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do 
not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not 
steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, 
Honour thy father and mother. 

20 And he answered and said unto him, 
Master, all these have I observed from my 
youth, 

21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, 
and said unto him, One thing thou lackest : 
go thy way, sell whatsoever hon hast, and 
give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and 
follow me, 

22 And he was sad at that saying, and went 
away grieved : for he had great possessions. 

23 And Jesus looked ‘round about, and 
saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall 
they that have riches enter into the kingdom 
of God ! 

24 And the disciples were astonished at his 
words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith 
unto them, Children, how hard is it for them 





AMERICAN REVISION 


17 And as he was going forth ' into the way, 
there ran one to him, and kneeled to him, and 
asked him, Good Teacher, what shall I do 
that I may inherit eternal life? 18 And Jesus 
said unto him, Why callest thou me good? 
none is good save one, even God. 19 Thou 
knowest the commandments, ? Do not kill, Do 
not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not 
bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor thy 
father and mother. 20 And he said unto him, 
Teacher, all these things have I observed from 
my youth. 21 And Jesus ooking upon him 
loved him, and said unto him, One thiag thou 
lackest : go, sell whatsoever thou hast, and 
give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven: and come, follow me. 22 But his 
countenance fell at the saying, and he went 
away sorrowful: for he was one that had great 
possessions. 

23 And Jesus looked round about, and saith 
unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that 
have riches enter into the kingdom of God ! 
24 And the disciples were amazed at his words, 
But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto 
them, Children, how hard is it § for them that 


COMMON VERSION 


that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom 
of God ! 

25 It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of God. 

26 And they were astonished out of measure, 
saying among themselves, Who then can be 
saved ? 

27 And Jesus orgy upon them saith, With 
men i¢ is impossible, but not with God: for 
with God all things are possible. 

28 | Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, 
we have left all, and have followed thee. 

29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I 
say unto you, There is no man that hath left 
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 
sake, and the gospel’s, 

30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now 
in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, 
and mothers, and children, and lands, with 
persecutions ; and in the werld to come eter- 
nal life. 

31 But many ¢ha?é are first shall be last : and 
the last first. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of 
God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go 
through a needle’s eye, than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of God. 26 And they 
were astonished exceedingly, saying * unto 
him, Then who can be saved? 27 Jesus 
looking upon them saith, With men it is im- 
possible, but not with God: for all things are 
possible with God. 28 Peter began to say 
unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have fol- 
lowed thee. 29 Jesus said, Verily I say unto 
you, There is no man that hath left house, or 
brethren, or sisters, or mother, or father, or 
children, or lands, for my sake, and for the 
5 gospel’s sake, 30 but he shall receive a hun- 
dredfold now in this time, houses, and breth- 
ren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, 
and lands, with persecutions; and in the 
® world to come eternal life. 3x But many 
that are first shall be last ; and the last first. 


* Gotpen Text (Am. Rev.).—If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 


his cross, and follow me. 


_ 1Or, on his way *% Ex. xx. 12-16; Dt. v. 16-20. % Some ancient authorities omit for them that trust 
in viches. 4 Many ancient authorities read among themselves. 6 See marginal note on ch. 1.1. 6 Or, age 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


AN a man be rich and serve Christ devotedly at 
the same time? Does Christ object to our 
having lots of good things in this life? Does 

Christ’s service mean poverty in this world? We 
have an unusual opportunity this week to get at the 
truth of such questions as these.’ There is a good 
deal of misunderstanding and false teaching on these 
very points. Are riches a curse or a blessing? Get 
vour class deep into a discussion of the theme, to 
begin with, and then call their attention to their 
opportunity to get at Christ’s own thoughts in the 
matter. 

** Picture two young men meeting on a highway in 
Palestine. On. was a homeless rabbi. The other 
was a prominent citizen of good family.” Thatis 
the vivid and picturesque way which Dr. Dunning 
suggests for cgimmencing the lesson-teaching. Study 
His: opening paragraph, and strive to make it the 
basis of as compelling a beginning in your class 
teaching as he has given to his article this week. 
The custom of salutation in the East to-day comes 
in for a brief comment in Mrs. Howie's first para- 
graph. 

But notice: the prominent, wealthy citizen at once 
becomes pupil, and the homeless young rabbi an- 
swers his questions with an authority that seems to 
be beyond appeal. And when it appears that the 
eager seeker after eternal life has lived a good life, 
strict, upright, an4 honorable, and at the same time 
shows a rare lovableness of personality that draws 
his teacher strongly to him, that teacher, Jesus 
Christ, points out that the only thing still needed is 
that the seeker shall strip himself of all his wealth 
by dividing it among the poor; if he will do that, 
Jesus wants him to join himself to the chosen band 
of disciples, and follow him. And then, when the 
young man scrrowfully declines that invitation be- 
cause of its great cost, Jesus goes on to talk to the 
discipies about riches and the kingdom of heaven, as 
though the two things wuuldn’t mix. -When we re- 
member that the then current ‘‘ material view of the 
kingdom of God expected all the citizens to be 
wealthy” (Riddle on v: 24), we can appreciate some- 
thing of the amazement that the disciples must 
have had. 

For Jesus was putting the matter with unmistak- 
able clearness. hen he said that it was easier for 
a camel to go through a needle’s eye than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom, he meant just what 
those words seem to mean. Do not be misled into 
taking the old and untenable view that ‘ needle’s 
eye” was a little Oriental gate through which a 
camel, stripped of his pack, might squeeze. That 
error is pointed out in the brief article on the needle’s 
eye on page 460 of this issue of the Times. 

But did Jesus mean that riches are evil, and that 
he oould not use a rich man in the service of the 
kingdom? He nowhere says that, or even implies 
it. No; the trouble with the rich young ruler was 
not his wealth, but his love of wealth. Christ can 
use a rich man; but Christ cannot use a man who is 
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not willing to be poor for Christ’s sake,—and that 
was the trouble with the young seeker after eternal 
life. Christ can use a man with earthly.riches, but 
Christ cannot use a man who is unwilling to be sepa- 
rated from his riches. And while there is no evil in 
riches themselves, there is the sure temptation 
always accompanying them to give them first place 
jn one's heart. Therefore ‘‘ how hardly”’ shall their 
possessors give Christ first place! 

It is impossible, then, for a man who has given 
his heart to riches to enter into the kingdom of 
God. But God knows no impossibilities, and God 
can enable even the slave to riches to cast off that 
bondage and be free again. Now look at the start- 
ling surprise in store for those who, at Christ’s word, 
have put wealth and all else out of their hearts in 
order that he may control their lives. When once 
they have learned not to care for earthly possessions, 
then, and then only, he can safely trust them to use 





- The Young Folks’ Mystery Box 


Send a postal to the Times asking for full instruc- 
tions how to make a lively and interesting feature of 
the ‘* Mystery Box ’’ in home and school, and espe- 
cially how to use it to solve the ‘hot weather ’’ 
problem ; or see the Times of June 2, 1906. 








Answers to all the questions asked here can be 
found in the lesson articles in this issue. Don’t 
overlook the little italic sentences in between articles. 


1. What happened to a young Christian store- 
keeper who closed his store on Sundays ? 

2. To what law did Jesus point the young man ? 

3. Upon what does a man’s wealth often de- 
pend? 

4. To what city was Jesus probably on his way 
at this time ? 

5. How much of her prize money did the young 
teacher of Madura give to the Lord ? i 
6. Did any of the disciples own any property ? 

7. What is ** the greatest spiritual peril to which 
men are exposed *’ ? 

8. In what month of the year did this lesson 
occur ? 

9. Describe the adventure of an eagle at Niagara 
Falls. 





10. Describe how one artist succeeded where an- 
other had failed, in carving a statue of an angel 
carrying a cross. 

11. How many men is Abu Muslimat said to have 
killed in his lifetime ? 

12. Why was Jesus’ invitation to this young man 
a harder test than the first disciples had ? 

13. Mention six conditions of the kingdom of 
God. 

14. Express the young ruler’s question in another 
way, in four words, 





such things in his service and to his glory. And 
here, as. elsewhere, he definitely promises an abun- 
dance of earthly possessions to his loyal followers. 
The 29th and 30th verses cannot be read in any other 
way, nor can Matthew 6: 25-33. Christ intends his 
disciples to be rich—rich in this world’s goods; and 
he promises them that they shall be, when once they 
have shown their fitness to use riches. The moment 
that riches become of greater interest to us than 
Christ and his service, that moment riches are block- 


ing the way into the kingdom of heaven. The 
moment that we are ready to abandon every posses- 
sion for Christ and his service, that moment he can 


show us how to make wealth one of the powerfrl 
allies of his kingdom. How much better to serve 
Christ and be rich both spiritually and temporally 
—_ to serve the Devil and be rich in this world 
only ! 


Light Gleams from the Lesson Writers 


(The numerals refea to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue.) 


Rich Thoughts on Riches 

The rich young man’s trouble was his unwillingness to 
put riches out of first place. Drummond’s ‘ First,’’ a 
talk to boys, is a virile message for this lesson (The Sunday 
School Times Co., 10 cents). 

For a further discussion of the question of riches, see 
the leading editorial in this issue. 

It is difficult to have wealth withont trusting in it (Riddle, 
v. 24). 

D. L. Moody’s comment on the right kind of rich folks 
(Dunning, 5). 

Is it possible to serve Christ while rich ? (Dunning, 5.) 

Christ did not attack rich people for their riches, but for 
what they did not do with their riches (Sanders, 2). 

Why did Jesus strike at this man’s wealth?- (Mc- 
Laten, 6.) 

‘* Wealth is usually supposed to mean facility to get 
whatever is desired; Christ saw... that it might be the 
hindrance to getting what its owner really wished ’’ (Mc- 
Laren, 7). 

It is not the having, but the trusting in, riches, that hin- 
ders one’s entrance into the kingdom of heaven (Mc- 
Laren, 8). 

A poor man may mistakenly trust in wealth as well as a 
rich man (McLaren, 8). 

The fatal trusting in riches is not the necessary result of 
either riches or poverty (McLaren, last). 





The young man asked about doing ; Jesus met him on 
that ground, and showed him his failure (Riddle, on v. 19). 

The needle’s eye reference was a figurative statement of 
impossibility (Riddle, on v. 25). 

** In this time ’’ means our present life: on earth (Riddle, 
on v. 30). 

The cheapness of human life in former times in the East 
(Howie, paragraphs 2-4). 

‘* What will it cost?’’ was the real question that the 
young ruler was asking (Perkins Home Letters). 

The question of eternal life is the biggest question in the 
universe (Goss, paragraph 1). 

How piety pays (Illustration, last). 

The fine, strong qualities of the young ruler (Dun- 
ning, 2). 
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Called to be a disciple: the best privilége offered any 
man (Dunning, 2). 

A lesson from the flight of an eagle (Dunning, 4). 

What is the real reward of surrender to Christ? (Dun- 
ning, 6.) 

The young man’s will was weaker than his habit (San- 
ders, 7). 

There are many whom Jesus loves who “rule them- 
selves out of his fellowship’’ (Sanders, last Leading 
Thought). 

One fatal defect of the young man was his assuming 
that he needed only direction as to what was good (Mc- 
Laren, 3). 

In spite of his morality and right living, the young man 
was conscious of a great lack (McLaren, 4, 5), 

PHILADELPHIA. “ 


He who desires the largest life must not dread 
the death of the lesser things. 


‘ate 


Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 
How to Locate this Lesson 


HE narratives of the Synoptists, Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke, come together again at the blessing 
of the little children. Matthew and Mark, how- 

ever, preface this incident with a discourse about 
divorce. In al] the accounts the blessing of the chil- 
dren is followed by the incidents in this lesson. 

Place.—Probably in Perea, on the way to Jericho, 
though there is no definite statement as tc the 
locality. - 

Time.—Not long before the passover, in the year of 
Rome 783—that is, A.D. 30. Certainly in March, 
probably near the close ot that month. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 17.— Was going forth: Probably from ‘ the 
house” (v. 10). /nto the way: Or, ‘‘on his way.” 
The way to Jerusalem is indicated in verse 32.— 
Kneeled to him: Both eager anc reverent.—Good 
Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal 
life? Compare Luke 10 : 25, where the same. ques- 
tion is asked by a ‘' lawyer,” with the parable of the 
Good Samaritan in the reply. , 

Verse 18.— Why callest thou me good? In Mat- 
_thew, according*to the correct text, ‘Why askest 
thou me concerning that which is good?” There 
may have been two questions and two. answers, or 
two answers to the two parts of the question as given 
by Matthew,—-that is, ‘‘ do not ask about a good 
thing, but about the one good Person and the rela- 
tion to him.—/Vone is good save one, even God: The 
consequent dilemma as regards Jesifs himself is 
obvious enough. 

Verse 19.— Zhou knowest the commandments: 
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Jesus meets the young man on his own ground,— 
namely, that of doing (v. 17).—Do not defraud: 
Probably answering to the tenth commandment. 
Only duties to men are referred to, since in those 
the young man failed. 

Verse 20.—Observed from my youth; Literally, 
“guarded.” A truthful answer from his wron 
point of view. Matthew adds, ‘‘ What lack I yet?” 

Verse 21.—Locking upon him loved him: Peculiar 
to Mark. The human heartof Jesus recognized what 
was lovable in the young man. But there is no indi- 
cation of spiritual response.—One thing thou lackest: 
Matthew, ‘‘ If thou wouldest be perfect.”—Se// what- 


_ Soever thou hast,... treasure in heaven: Earthly 


treasure was the obstacle in his case.—Come, follow 
me: Continue todoso. ‘ Take up thy cross” is not 
well attested. Following Christ is the main point. 

Verse 22. — His countenance fell: Peculiar to 
Mark. His face showed his feelings, and his feel- 
ings showed his failure to stand the test. 

erse 23.—Looking round about: Doubtless a 
~~ of sadness.—How hardly: That is, ‘** with diffi- 
culty.” 

Veste 24.-—Were amazed: The material view of 
the kingdom of God expected all the citizens to be 
wealthy.—How hard is it for them that trust in 
riches: Yet it is difficult to have wealth without trust- 


—= it. 


erse 25.—A camel to go eee a needle’s eye: 
Figurative statement of impossibility, and so under- 
stood by the hearers (vs. 26, 27). But two attempts 
have been made to evade this sense: one, by changing 
a single Greek letter so as to read ‘‘ rope” instead of 
‘*camel;” the other, by explaining ‘‘ needle’s eye” 
to mean the smaller side-gate of Eastern cities (see 
article on ‘‘ Needle’s Eye” on page 460 in this issue). 

Verse 27.—Looking upon them: The first look 
(v. 21) was one of affection; the second (v. 23), one 
of sorrow; the third (here) one of hope.— With men 
it is impossible: Not only in their judgment, but 
with their power.—A// things are possible with 
God; Not only is God omnipotent, but his power is 
essential in regeneration,—.a thought permeating the 
New Testament. 

Verse 28.—Have left all, and have followed thee: 
Matthew adds, ‘‘ What then shall we have?” -He 
also gives a special promise to the apostles (Matt. 
19 : 28). 

Verse 29.—T7here is no man: This makes the 

romise universal, and the context suggests that 
eter’s question involved the notion of priority in- 
cluding superiority. ‘* Or wife”’ is rly supported 
here.—And for the gospel’s sake: Peculiar to Mark. 

Verse 30.—Now in this time: Or. ‘' season,” that 
is, in the present iife. 

Verse 31.—But many that are first shall be last ; 
and the last first : -Pre-eminence in position does not 
depend on priority in time. The parable of the 
laborers in the vineyard (Matt. 20 : 1-16) is an expan- 
sion of this statement. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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Flinching from Surrender 


By Alexander 


HAT a tragic contrast between the eager haste 
of this man s approach to Jesus and his slow, 
sorrowful departure, with his enthusiasms 

uenched! It was the tragedy of a soul, and how 
en it moved Jesus is witnessed by the fact that 
he did what was most unusual with him, sadly com- 
mented on it to the disciples. Thé story and Jesus’ 
reflections on it will be best considered separately. 
The storv of a soul desiring eternal life. that yet 
recoils from making the great surrender. Mark 
does not tell us either that the man wasa ruler, or 
that he was young, but Matthew gives the latter 
detail, and Luke the former.. But Mark tells of his 
running to — in the way, and of his kneeling. 
His rank and age are unimportant, but his eagerness 
and docility contribute precious touches to his por- 
trait. They show him to have beén in earnest in 
his question, longing to know how to win the great 
gift, and ready, so far as he knew, to do as ions 
might’say. Should not the path have been smoothed 
for such aone? At first sight it seems as if it had 
rather been made rough, but perhaps the apparent 
sternness of his reception was’ the best way to draw 
him ultimately, though it at first sent him away 


,** sorrowful.” 


His question, with its conventional address to 
Jesus as ‘‘ Good,” and its tacit assumption that what 
he needed was simply direction as to what was ‘‘ good,” 
and that he was ready to do it if only he knew it, re- 
vealed to Jesus two fatal defects in him, and our 
Lord’s answer lays his finger on both. ‘* Why call- 
est thou me good?” rebukes the shallow conception 
of goodness which permits the word to be used as a 
mere courtesy title,empty of moral eontent. ‘‘ There 
is none good but One, even God,” sends the man, 
who was so sure of his own capacity to do any good 
thing that was pointed out to him, to ponder on the 


McLaren, D.D. 


truth that there is but one Fountain of goodness, and 
that men must draw their goodness from God, else 
their vessels will be forever empty. 

As always when asked to define man’s duty, Jesus 
pointed this asker to the Mosaiclaw. True, he spoke 
the ‘‘Sermon on the Mount” to the disciples, and in 
it modified, but all in the direction of deepening and 
strengthening, that law; but such inquirers as this 
he referred to it as sufficient. The questioner ex- 
pected to be pointed to some exceptional duty. Jesus 
relegated him to the old-fashioned, homely virtues 
known toevery Israelite. This man has had many 
followers who, in their quest after the perfect life, 
have sought for it in some special, fantastic forms, 
and rather despised the plam ‘‘ pedestrian” morality 
of the Ten Commandments. A touch of that depre- 
ciatory estimate is in his answer : *‘ All these have I 
kept from my youth,” which is probably quite true, 
and was not self-righteousness so much as disap- 

intment that Jesus had nothing newer to prescribe. 

t meant, ‘‘ Tell me something that I did not know 
before.” And it was also a confession that such 
keeping had not brought him the satisfaction he 
craved. Whether he said, ‘‘ What lack I yet ?’’ as 
Matthew has it, or whether Jesus unveiled his own 
dissatisfaction to him, as Mark puts it, that sense of 
lacking spoke in his answer, even as it had done in 
his very coming:to Jesus: 

It was that sense of aching emptiness, joined with 
an’ éxemplary life, that wer Jesus’ heart, and moved 
him to the last effort to win the young ruler wholly to 
himself. Mark would have us regard the final exact- 
ing demand as prempted by that love, harsh though 
it sotinds, and unsuccessful as it seemed to prove. 

And that demand can be rightly understood only 
whenit is viewed as shaped by the condition of the 
person to whom it is given. bserve that there are 
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two stages in it, one is the means tothe other. To 
**sell whatsoever thou hast” is needful in this case as 
the preliminary requisite to following Jesus, which 
is the true condition of entering the kingdom. Other 
men might be held back from discipleship by other 
hindrances ; this man was, as Jesus divined and as 
the event proved, held back by his wealth. In his 
case that was the cord that kept the balloon captive, 
and made its soaring impossible. There is little 
danger of any of ws committing St. Francis’ mistake, 
and supposing that this is a universal precept for 
those who would closely follow Jesus, but there 7s a 
danger of our not seeing that the forsaking and sur- 
render of whatever is our special hindrance in follow- 
ing him zs a universal precept, and there is great 
danger that our possessions are our hindrance, and 
that we do not know it. Fear of running to the as- 
cetic extreme keeps many Protestant Christians from 
the surrender of wealth, which, if not surrendered, 
will fatally hinder their following Jesus. 

The story's lesson for all. Phe general view of 
rich men is that they are to be envied; Christ thought 
that they were to be pitied. Wealth is usually sup- 
posed to mean facility to get whatever is desired ; 
Christ saw in that retreating figure the visible token 
that it might be the hindrance. to getting what its 
owner really wished. If we who call ourselves his 
disciples looked on riches as he here teaches us to do, 
what different lives we should be living, and what 
different aims we should be pursuing ! 

The disciples’ astonishment led , a to explain 
his meaning. It is not the having, but the trusting 
in, riches that hinders entrance into the kingdom. 
Not circumstances, but dispositions, hinder or hel 
there. But the circumstances may foster disposi- 
tions, and it needs much self-repression and school- 
ing to ‘‘possess as thougk we possessed not.” 
Having is sure to pass into trusting unless there is 
continual watchfulness. On the other hand, a poor 
man may trust in wealth all’'the more because his 

verty has taught him how much wealth could do 
orhim. The idolatry of money is the curse of the 
church, both in America and England, to-day, and 
does more to clog the steps of so-called Christians in 
following Jesus than any other single hindrance, or 
than many others put together. 

But while it is hard not to trust in wealth, and im- 
possible to enter the kingdom if a man does, such 
preventing trust is not the necessary result of either 
riches er Jesus answers the disciples’ ques- 
tion, ‘‘ Who then can be saved?” with an encour- 
aging look (again noted by Mark only) and a pointing 
them to God’s help. That is to say, wealth tends to 
hinder entrance into the kingdom, and we cannot re- 
sist the tendency in our own strength, but by God’s 
help we may do so, and ‘‘trust not in the uncer- 
tainty of riches, but in the living God.” 

MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 









ean onan 
riental Lesson-Lights 
-:.. By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Hewie -— 


¢ HERE Ran One TO Him, AND KNEELED TO 
Him” (v.17). Both the priests and laity in 
the East salute the chief priests and patri- 
archs by kneeling to them, dithough this custom is 
less general now than it was thirty years ago. 

‘*Do Not Kiitt,... Do Not Derraup (v. 19). If 
cases of suspected or proved high treason be excepted, 
His Majesty the present Sultan scrupulously respects 
human life, and it is with difficulty that he can be 
induced to sign death warrants even of criminals 
under sentence by the court; nevertheless human 
life in the ancient and modern Orient has been cheap 
indeed. Robbers and pirates spilled human blood 
freely, and pyramids, temples, castles, and other 

ublic works were constructed at a vast cost of 
uman life. 

In commenting on the vastness of the ruins at 
Jerash, the Rev. G. Doolittle repeats what has been 
said a hundred times before in connection with 
ancient works in Egypt, Babylon, and Assyria, etc. : 
‘“‘This mighty result in stone was accomplished 
largely by slave labor, by forced draft. How many 
of them were Jews, how many Christians,—who can 
tell ?—who were defrauded of their all, and their life 
besides.” These buildings were not built by sub- 
scription, the rather by conscription. When the 
hidden page of history shall reveal the labor, the 
toil, the suffering, the stripes, the agonies, endured 
by overworked slaves of all nations, the price of 
those structures will not seem overvalued, ‘a stone 
for a life.’” 

Abu Muslimat of Khorassan,:a single man, was said 
to have killed, by assassination and otherwise, sixty 
thousand men, in the interest, as he supposed, of the 
Abbaside dynasty, and at last he himself was killed 
by those in whose interests he had killed so many. 

S1pon, SyRIA. 


A man's wealth often depends on what he is will- 
ing to lose. 








460 
The Needle’s Eye Not a City Gate 


[From “ Oriental Lesson Lights” in The Sunday School Times of 
February 11, 1888.] 


i AMEL... THROUGH A NEEDLE’s Eve.” —This 
saying of our Lord is mentioned by three 
evangelists in nearly the same language. 

By their response the disciples show that, to their 

minds, Christ had. spoken of an impossibility, and 

this conviction is confirmed by the reply of Jesus. 

‘To both Master and disciples the fact was certain, 

that a camel could not pass through a needle’s eye. 

One would think it ought not to be a matter of doubt 

or dispute that Christ meant a camel and an ordinar 

needle, such as was in common use, and with whic 

rich and poor were alike familiar. From time to 
time, however, the question recurs—not among schol- 
ars, for they hold but one opinion regarding it— 
whether, by ‘‘the eye of a needle,” Christ did not 
refer to the little door or gate that is sometimes found 
in the large dor or gate in some Eastern cities. 

Now and then a guide in Palestine will call the trav- 

eler’s attention to one of these little doors, and ex- 

plain that it is ‘‘the needle’s eye” referred to by 

Christ. The traveler, if he has never looked into the 

matter, accepts the statement at once, and reports it 

to the world as a remarkable illustration of Scripture, 

The reader should therefore have the facts placed be- 

fore him, that he may see wherein the truth lies. 

There is no doubt that this little door was in use in 

Christ’s time, and the name for it was pishpesh or 

pishpush (see the lexicons of Buxtorf and Levy). 

But those who have preserved Christ’s words for us 

do not understand that he used this word, or that he 

referred to the object (that is, little gate) to which 
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this word was applied. In the three evangelists they 


. have given rapéis, which means a needle, an ordi- 


nary needle, and in the New Testament nothing 
else ; and ¢‘rumalia or trypema, both meaning the 
same thing ; namely, a hole, or the eye of a needle, 
—a needle in common use being meant. To come 
down to the — day, we have said that this little 
door was still in use. The people of the land call it 
bab-el-khokh,—el is the article, 64 means gate, and 
khokh means a hole, commonly a little hole through 
which some person or thing crawls,—hence, gate or 
door of the little hole. It has noreference to a needle, 
nor’ do the natives understand that it has any 
such reference. As the correctness of the Arabic 
translation of the Bible has never been questioned, 
we may ask if the scholars who made it use om A 
words in rendering the passage in question whic 
refer in any way to a gate or small door. They use 
the same words in the three Gospels,—/hagé, which 
means hole (the verb means ‘‘to bore’’), and zdrazé, 
which means an ordinary needle ; and together the 
words mean the hole or eye of a needle. here can 
be, in their language, no reference to anything else. 
If this little gate, or bab-e/-khokh, meant the ‘‘ eye 
of a needle,” or had any connection with such a fact, 
the people of Palestine ought to knowit. But Ihave 
inquired extensively among all classes there, and 
never found any one who confirmed such an inter- 

retation. ‘They invariably rejected it as impossible. 

he few guides who repeat this fable have picked it 
up from some foreigner. 


% 


Some men seem to think that explaining away the 
needle's eye is the same thing as going through it. 


<20 


The Illustration Round-Table 





NE dollar for every anecdotal lesson illustration 
that can be used in the Times, and two dollars 
for the des¢ illustration used for each week's 

lesson, —such is the offer which is making the 
‘Round Table” one of the most interesting and 
valued features of the Times. All readers are in- 
vited to assist in the conduct of this mutual depart- 
ment. ‘The date on which illustrations are due is 
shown by this calendar: 


1. Oct. 7.—The Two Great Commandments, 
Mark 12 ; 28-34 and 38-44. Due Aug. 25 


2. “ 24.—The Ten Virgins... . . Matt. 25: 1-13. “ Sept. r 
3. ‘ a1.—The Parable of the Talents, 
Matt. 25: 14-30. “ “ 8 
4. ‘ 28.—Jesus Anointed in Bethany, 
Matt. 26:6-16. “ “ 15 
5. Nov. 4.—The Lord’s Supper . . . Matt. 26:17-30. “ “ a2 
6. “ xx.—Jesus in Gethsemane . . Matt. 26: 36-50. “ ‘“ 29 
. ™ 318,—Jesus Before Caiaphas. . Matt. 26: 57-68. “ Oct. 6 
5 “ a5.—The Wor'e’s Temperance Sunday, 
$8.5: 131-23. ‘“ -". 
9. Dec. 2.—Jesus Before Pilate. . . . Luke 23: 13-25. ‘“* ‘* 20 
20, ¢ —Jesumon the Cross. ... . Luke 23 : 33-46. “ “ 27 
33. &2 esus Risen from the Dead, 
Matt, 28: 1-r5. “ Nov. 3 


12. * 93.—Jesus Ascends into Heaven, 
Luke 24 : 36-53. “ ‘“ 10 
S,. * GeO 6 woes fe 6 ee ee be oree ae te , 


Getting Fitted to the Cross 


E’* him... take up his cross, and follow me 
, «olden Text). The Master does not say “a 
cross” or ‘‘the cross,”’ but ‘‘ his cross,”—the 
one he himself has chosen for us.- A lady employed 
an artist to carve tor her in marble the figure of an 
angel carrying a cross. He began with the angel, 
aa had succeeded remarkably well, when he found 
that he could not make the cross fit on the back, nor 
could he alter the cross on the figure so as to get the 
cross to fit. He tried again and again, but in the 
end he had to give it up. The lady then employed 
another artist. He began with the cross, and made 
the back of the figure to fit it. Our first impulse 
always is to attempt to alter our crosses to fit us; our 
final experience is that we must learn to fit ourselves 
to them.—Mrs. E. George, Onarga, Jil. 


Become an Heir! 


What shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 
(v.17). Do? Why, become a member of the family, 
of course. Chicago’s merchant prince died the other 
day, leaving from one hundred to one hundred and 
fifty millions. ‘But I received not one cent of it. 
And it would have been no use to plead for an in- 
heritance, or to go to the courts in an attempt to force 
it. J was not a member of the family. Be born 
again! Become a child of God, and take a place in 
God's family, ye who expect an inheritance.—7he 
Rev. W. S. Abernethy, Berwyn, Jil. 


Doing a Little ‘“‘ Extra”’ for the Lord 

Go, sell whatsoever thou hast (v.21). A native 
teacher in a mission school in Madura was in the 
habit of giving one-tenth of her income always to the 
Lord. So when she received a prize of ten rupees 
for exceptional knowledge of the Bible, the mission- 
ary expected she would give one for religious work 
and keep nine for her own pressing needs. To her 


surprise, the young woman gave nine and kept but 
one. Nor was that all. A few days later the Hindu 
came bringing the last rupee. ‘‘I did mean to keep 
that one for myself,” she said, ‘‘ but then I loved the 
Lord so much I wanted to do a little extra for him.” 
Where are our extras for the Lord we love ?—/rs. 
j. C. Alond, Woonsocket, R. J. 


The Battle of God’s Tide 

Sell whatsoever thou hast,...and come, follow 
me (v. 21) A writer in the Union Gospel News 
says: In New Brunswick the tides rise very high. 
A friend of mine whose life was spent in the region 
of St. Johns tells of a river near there which flows 
with tremendous force into the sea. _When the tide 
rises, however, a fierce battle begins between the 
river, drawn down by gravitation, earth’s force, and 
the tide, rising under the influence of the moon, 
heaven's force. At length the tide proves to be the 
stronger, and gradually the fresh water is forced 
back by the waters of the sea. The salt water has 
been known to flow up the river a distance of eighty- 
four miles. As the only force that could turn back 
this river is the force of the sea, so the only power to 
turn back the currents of our sin and selfishness is 
the tide of God’s life and love.—H. O. Harbaugh, 
New Albany,O. The prise for thi$ week is awarded 
to this incident. 


Diamond or White Crystal 

But his countenance fell at the saying (v. 22). 
The American Messenger relates the following: 
Many years ago a slave in Brazil found a supposed 
diamond of nearly a pound weight. It was presented 
to the emperor, was constantly guarded by soldiers, 
and was supposed to represent millions of money. 
An English mineralogist, however, produced a cut- 
ting diamond, and with a scratch exposed the pleas- 
ing fallacy. One stroke was enough. A real gem 
would have suffered no scratch, but it was no dia- 
mond at all, and the millions vanished in a moment 
into air. So a single stroke pierces and exposes 
character. It was thus with Christ and the rich 
young man. Fataltest! The youth was only a white 
— after all.— Nellie Stuart Russell, Woodhull, 
(Th 


How the Statue was Restored 


All things ar fae with God (v. 27). One of 
the last works of the famous sculptor, Canova, was a 
statue of Washington. In 1816, the legislature of 


‘North Carolina appropriated twenty-five thousand 


dollars for this work, and in 1820 it was shipped from 
Italy to Wilmington, and carted fifty miles to Raleigh. 
The architect of the capitol advised that the pedestal 
be set on rollers, so that in case of fire the costly 
marble could be removed, but it was not done. The 
fire came at length and the roof fell in, breaking the 
statue into a hundred pieces. But now an attempt 
is to be made to = the fragments together. Impos- 
sible, you say ?. True, some one stole the head of the 
statue, and what is left is sadly marred and broken, 
but they have discovered the model from which the 
figure was made in Canova’s native town of Possagno, 
Italy. The thing is altogether possible. Let us 
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never say that any one made in God's image is a 
hopeless case—too far gone to. be saved. The 
‘*model” is still preserved. Fallen man can. be 
made anew,—refashioned after the divine image.— 
The Rev. W. S. Abernethy, Berwyn, Ill. 


Letting the Current Pass Through 

With men it is impossible, but not with God: for 
all things are possible with God (v. 27). While in 
the city of Boise, Idaho, we were riding out on the 
trolley line one evening when an accident of some 
kind broke the wire that conducted the current. The 
motorman did not prove to have been one of the wise 
virgins, for he bad no oil in his lamps which they 
carry for emergencies. He got down under the car 
jn the dark and tried to repair the break, while the 
impatient load of humanity were making all kinds of 
remarks. He came back into the car, and in a kind 
of good-natured way, exclaimed: ‘‘ Well, this is 
enough to make a man forget his Sunday-school ies- 
son. I have no light and no wire.” A lady on the 
car called out, ‘‘ Would a hair-pin do any good ?” 
He said he would try it, and she handed it to him. 
Again he got under the car, worked a short time, 
then coming back to his place on the car, he started 
it on as though nothing had happened. My curiosity 
was aroused, and I went to him and asked him if the 
hair-pin did the work. ‘ Yes,” he replied, ‘ever 
particle of the current moving this car goes throu 
that hair-pin.” I said to myself, what is there in the 
hair-pin? Nothing, until from the great power- 
house of the street railway company was sent the elec- 
trical current through it as the agent or instrument 
through which the power was conducted. As I sat 
in wonder and astonishment, I thought how like us as 
individuals. What are we?? What can we do? Ab- 
solutely nothing, until from the throne of God comes 
the power of his a through us as agents or instru- 
ments in his hands for the accomplishing of the work 
~ has given us to do.—/. A. F. Randolph, Waynes- 

ure, Pa. 


How Piety Pays 

But he shall receive a hundredfold now in this 
time (v. 30). A young man hesitated to become a 
Christian because he was engaged in a business 
which seemed to him to demand Sunday opening. 
In fact, one-third of his profits came from Sunday 
trade. For years he was on the point of giving up, 
closing shop on Sunday, and trying to lead a con- 
sistent Christian life. But every time, just before 
reaching a decision, he looked at his books. When 
he saw how much he would lose, he drew back. 
Finally, he determined that, cost what it might, he 
would be a Christian. Heclosed his shop on Sunday 
and attended church, Then he became a member. 
Fellow-Christians rallied about him, and gave him 
their custom. He was astonished at his increasing 
business. At the end of the year (a r year be- 
cause of crop failures) he found that his profits had 
been greater than ever before.—Zhe Rev. John T. 
Faris, St. Louts. 


% 
, The eternal laws of life are the laws of eternal 
ife. 
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The Lesson in Everyday Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


HAT shall I do that I may inherit eternal 
life? (v. 17.) If there is a life eternal (and 
there is), and if the attainment of that state 

of existence is conditioned in any way upon our 
conduct (and this is indubitable), no one but a mad- 
man should be excused for not asking that question 
with a passionate determination to find the answer. 
Eternal life! Ten minutes’ candid consideration of 
the possibility of acquiring the power to live eter- 
nally in a state of blessedness and holiness (the bare 
possibility, I say, and not the certainty) is enough to 
make a rational mind drop every other interest of 
existence like a coal of fire until this stupendous 
question is answered. It seems to me that I would 
not take one billionth part of a chance of missing 
that beatitude for all the wealth and all the ecstasy 
that all the myriads of human beings have enjoyed 
since time began. 

Thou knowest the commandments (v. 19). Con- 
sider the responsibility of knowledge! You know 
the commandments, Little Bill, so think of what 
that means. Every apology for wrong-doing is 
taken away. Not the shadow of an excuse is left 
you for not ‘‘toeing the mark.” It will not do to 

lead that you would rather zo¢ have known them. 

ou do know them. You can never’escape the awful 
obligation of this knowledge, for you cannot lose it. 
Those ten solemn laws are as unforgettable as the 
alphabet. To learn them once is to know them for- 
ever. 

How hardly shall they that have riches enter 
into the kingdom of God? (v. 23.) The significance 
of these words to the Sunday-school scholars of our 
churches. begins to be tremendous, for so many are 
the sons and daughters of the rich. If it is hard for 
a man who has acquired his own money to be pure 
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and incorruptible, what must it be for the boys and 
girls who have inherited it without that mental power 
those great struggles develop! It is pitiful, it is terri- 
ble, it is appalling, to think of the increasing numbers 
of American boys and girls who are to inherit money 
without effort. Perhaps we shall have to start a 
movement to persuade them to renounce their rights 
to these fortunes while they are still in the idealistic 

riod. There is little —— hope of their doing so 
ateron. Between the misfortunes of the boy who 
has inhérited t wealth and the one who has in- 
herited dire poverty there is little to choose. Let us 
cultivate a new pity,—the pity of the rich! 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


P The love of wealth never leads to the wealih of 
ove. 
<_e 
The Perkins Home Letters 


The married daughter thinks the youn 
man meant to ask, **‘ What will it cost? 


Dear MOTHER: 

I don’t know how it is around the old 
farm, but here in this western country I don’t see 
very many people anxiously seeking others to ask of 

life Somehow men and 
women about here seem to be seeking about every- 
thing else but that. Certainly we don’t often see a 
rich man falling down at the feet of anybody to learn 
the way of salvation. But it isn’t the rich alone who 
are reluctant to get right with God. 

In this story the rich young man thought he was 
asking the question, ‘‘What shall I do?” Jesus 
showed him that he was really asking, ‘* What will it 
cost?” That’s the stumbling-block. With the rich 
man, his money sometimes stands between him and 
salvation; with the man, rich or poor, who is in the 
bonds of sin, the price must be the putting away of 
evil. There are a good many people all about us 
here who would like to be Christians on their own 
terms. But Christ’s terms have always been very 
clear—full surrender, nothing reserved. 

Really, now, motner, I often wonder whether a 
good many of us who are professing Christians have 
mét this condition. If we had, somehow I feel we'd 
bea Fame deal happier than we are. Indeed, I know 
it. For when my will is allowed to rule me in place 
of God’s will, I lose the true happiness that is mine 
when I can truthfully sing, ‘‘I surrender all.” 

Now to the young man’s question, ‘‘ What will it 
cost ?”’ to learn the way of salvation, Christ made an 
indirect answer that is worth thinking about; for he 
clearly replies, ‘‘ Never more than you can pay.” 
And before he gets through with the lesson, he tells 
the reward—an hundredfold the cost, and eternal 
life. 

I’m going to try more than ever to get young peo- 
ple to invest their lives in this way; for where would 
the dividends be larger ? 

Your loving daughter 
MARTHA, 
% 


It ts very easy to sell the rich man’s goods when 
you do not have them, 
<_0 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


BOY whose father was rich, and who lived in 
a very handsome house, one day went to 
visit another boy whose father was not rich 

in money, but whose home was a rea/ home with 
good books and pictures, and many interesting things 
init. As the first boy walked about the rooms he 
was not able to see the beauty or the rare curiosities 
in the plain and homelike rooms, because his eyes 
had been trained to see other things. Then he 
turned to his boy acquaintance, and said contemptu- 
ously, ‘Contrast this house with ours!’ Poor little 
tich boy,—what a lot he had missed already in his 
short life! 

‘‘Here in our lesson we find a grown man, rich, 
careful in his habits, who comes running to Jesus,— 
Tuaning, and what else? Yes, kneeling to Jesus, 
—and asking him what? Yes, something was stir- 
ring the heart of that rich man toward the highest 
things. But he had not counted the cost, and he had 
not been trained to see. 

‘‘When Jesus told him first what to do, what did 
the mansay? Whata record that was! And Jesus 
loved him, loved him so much and so tenderly that 
he longed to have him wholly in his service. There 
was one thing lacking. 74/is man with his trust in 
riches must give up all that before he could trust in 
Jesus as his Lord. 

‘““Too much to ask! Sad at heart, the man turned 
away. Much as he would like to have eternal life, he 
could not do ¢haz. 

_ **Is there any one like him here to-day,—like him 

in the unwillingness to give up the one thing that 

closes the way of life, whatever that one thing may 
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be?. Away with it! Have done with it! Nothing 
must stand between Christ and you. To-day you 
need not go away sad and grieved, but rejoicing in 
the love of Christ who, beholding you, loves you. I 
will put two words on the board, ‘Christ, or ——?’ 
and I will ask you to fill out the blank with the word 
that tells what is ey Bagg back from him. We 
shall not write the word here, but let us be frank with 
ourselves about it; and as we bow our heads, while 
our pastor leads us in prayer, let us ask God to help 
us see how small eve thing is when put alongside 
the serving of Jesus Christ. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
de 


Hymns and Psalms for This Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs."’) 

“O Lord of heaven and earth and Psalm 119: 7-12. 

sea.” (172: 7-12. 242: 4-6.) 

“I gave my life for thee.”’ odin nt 

**Guide me, O thou great Jehovah.” *54!™ 4 + 3-7. 

“Nor silver nor gold hath obtained (4:36. 6:46.) 
my nara. | (Torrey- Psalm 62 : 7-10. 
Alexander hymn. ) (81: 4-6. 122: 4-6.) 

“Sinners, turn, why will ye die?"’ 

** Nearer, my God, to thee."’ 

‘“Weary of earth, and laden with 

_ my sin."’ 
“‘Thy kingdom come, O God." 
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The first and the last steps on the road to perfec- 
tion are always the hardest. 


a 


The Lesson in Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


The Conditions of the Kingdom of God 
1. Recognition of Christ’s Supreme Authority : 
Why callest thou me good? (17, 18 ) 
All things. . . delivered unto me (Luke ro : 22). 
All authority hath been given unto me (Matt. 28 : 18). 
In the name of Jesus every knee (Phil. 2: 10, 11). 
2. Obedience to God’s Word : 
Thou knowest the commandments (19). 
In keeping them... great reward (Psa. 19 : 11). 
Do we... make the law of none effect? (Rom. 3: 31.) 
‘To make thee wise unto salvation (2 Tim. 3 : 16). 
3- The Spirit of Self-Denial : 
Go, sell whatsoever thou hast (21). 
Lay not up... treasures upon the earth (Matt. 6: 19). 
Come after me. . . deny himself (Matt. 16 : 24). 
Having food and covering . . . content (1 ‘Tim. 6 : 6-8), 
4- Practical Love for Men: 
Give to the poor (21). 
Pity upon the poor. . . lendeth unto Jehovah (Prov. 19: 17). 
Blessed . . . considereth the poor (Psa. 41 : 1). 
Give, and it shall be given (Luke 6 : 38). 
s- Fellowship with Christ : 
And come, follow me (2t). 
My sheep... follow me (John 10: 27, 28). 
If any man serve me... follow me (John 12: 26). 
Ye who have followed me... shall sit on... thrones (Matt. 
19 : 28). 
6. The Divine Transformation of Character : 
All things are possible with God (23-27). 
Except one be born anew... cannot see the kingdom (J ohn 


Psalm 49 : 4-8. 

(65 : 4-8. 103: 4-8.) 
Psalm t19 : 51-54. 
(174 : 51-54. 249 : I-3.) 


3:3) : 
In Christ... a new creature (2 Cor. 5 : 17). 
A new heart... will I give you (Ezek. 36 : 26). 


One of the saddest tragedies is for a man to 
treasure his tools instead of using them. 


ro 
Yet Another Day 


A Prayer for Every Day of the Year 
By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of England 


August 20 te 26 


MON.—Mgy Father, I turn to the day's work, I turn to the 
earning of my daily bread. May I go to it as to prayer! 
May my labor be an act of worship! May the spirit of my 
toil rise as acceptable fragrance to thee! .- 


TurEs.—Father of lights, I thank thee for every one who 
brings me any illumination. For all who bring me sugges- 
tion, counsel, warning, for all who help me by voice or by 
pen, for all who lead me into a larger life, I give thee the 
praise and glory. 


WED.—Heavenly Father, may the air of the heavenly 
places breathe about the ways of time! May men be braced 
ito holiness by the inspiring presence of thy spirit! May the 
atmosphere of the home and the market be more and mere 
conducive to sanctified life ! 


THURS.—Father of light, illumine the minds of my country- 
men. Lead us into ever clearer truth. May knowledge grow 
from more to more! May we bow before the light we have, 
that we may be worthy of more! May we walk in the light, 
that we may become children of light! 


.” 
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FRI.—Lord of life, illumine be spirit to-day. Search out 
the dark places in my heart. and make me a child of light. 
Draw out my secret sins, and teach me to hate them. Trans- 
form my desires if I am yearning after that which is evil. 
Make me pure in heart. : 

SAT.—God of love, help me in the darker experiences of life. 
May they become — friends, and not my enemies! May my 
moments of pain enrich my cay treasure! May my be- 
reavements enrich my heavenly fellowships! May the light 
affliction work an exceeding weight of glory ! 

SuN.—My Father, I would have a stronger appetite for the 
right. I turn to it reluctantly when I ht to magee for it. 
I turn to it as a sick man to his food, when I ought to long 
for it as thirsty men seek their water. Breathe upon me, that 
my appetite may be restored. 


He cannot have heaven's harvest who will not 
drop his seed into human hands. 


oe 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are che selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
isa oe -re~ of the International Bible Leena | Associa- 


tion, or particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 
Monday.—Mark 10:17-31 ...... The rich young ruler 
Tuesday.—Luke 9: 18-27. ......-. Taking up the cross 
Wednesday.—Luke 12: 13-2r. ..... Failure of riches 
Thursday.—Luke 12 : 22-34. . . . .. . Treasure in heaven 
Friday.—Matt. 6: 19-24 ..3... .. . .» Durable riches 
Saturday.—1 Tim. 6:6-12 . . 2.2.0 eee es Root of evil 


Sunday.—1 John 5:9-13 ... . . . God's gift of eternal life 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 








A leafiet has been prepared by Mrs. Bryner, for the help of 

rimary teachers, which will give a great deal of valuable in- 
Comation about pictures, lessons, and home Work, as well as 
a list of books which primary workers should know about. It 
will be sent by The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on receipt of a two-cent stamp. 





General Topic: Messages of Jesus. 


Lesson Story: A Message to the Rich Young Ruler 
about Duty (what he ought to do, or what was 
due to God and to others). 


Lesson Aim: It is our Duty to Deny Ourselves, Help 
Others, and Follow Jesus. 


INTRODUCTION. 


When the great earthquake came to San Francisco 
many people who were shaken out of bed ran for their 
lives, not stopping for a single thing in their houses, 
thinking it was better to lose them all than to risk 
their lives. Others who gathered a few valuables in 
boxes or satchels started to carry them to places of 
safety, but the flames followed fast, the boxes were 
heavy, and they were getting so tired that they left 
nearly everything, glad to escape with their liven. 
People spend or give up a great deal to save their 
lives in this world. 

This book (show the Bible) tells of a more wonder- 
ful life than this: ‘‘ Life eternal, or everlasting.” 
We find much about it in the wonderful words of 
Jesus. 

** Christ, the blessed one, gives to all 
Wonderful words of life.’’ 


When he talked about it, people crowded to hear, 
and many became his followers, leaving all to follow 
him. 

LEsson. 


Jesus and his disciples were journeying toward 
ak es ye where many things were to happen that 
e had told them about. On the way he taught 
many who came to see him. Mothers brought their 
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little children that he might bless them, and when 
the disciples warted to send them away, Jesus said, 
‘* Suffer the little children,” etc., and he took them 
in his arms and blessed them. Sing: 


** I wish that his hands had been placed on my head, 
That his arms had been thrown around me, 
And that I might have seen his kind looks when he said, 
Let the little ones come unto me.’’ 


As they traveled along, a yong man came run- 
ning and knelt before Jesus, saying, ** Good Master, 
what shall I do that I may have eternal life?’’ That 


(Continued on next page, second column) 
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I started out to make the 
best lamp-chimney in the 
world—I have stuck to it all 
my life. 

My name is on the chimney 
if it’s a MACBETH. 

The Index explains how to get a MACBETH 


chimney to fit every lamp, and how to care 
for lamps. Sent free to everyone asking for it, 


Address, MACBETH, Pittsburgh. 








Drink for Health 
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“Outside of the 
Bible, it is the 
greatest book I 
have ever read,” 


Writes C. D. Meigs, Secre- 
tary of the Texas State Sun- 
day-School Association, 
about ‘‘ Teacher-Training 
with the Master Teacher,’’ 
by Professor C, S. Beards- 
lee. The book is devoted 
to the study of Christ in 
the act of teaching, as a 
means of learning how to 
teach. socents, postpaid. 


‘The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa, 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate pe eon or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 
$ 1.00 One cozy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $4.00 , . 
. One free copy addi- 
Free Copies jionai will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


‘The Sunday Schooi ‘Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

(ne copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mz. T. French Downie, 14 Pater- 
noster Square, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the 


paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the | 


subscribers. Mr. Downie can also supply the ot 
publications of ‘the Sunday School Times Company. 
Lhe paper ts mot sent te any subscriber beyoundethe 
teme pata for, unless by special request. 
Enough copies of any ome tssue of the paper te 
enable all the teacher. of a school te examine tt, will 
Se sent free, upon application. 


THe SUNDAY ScHootL. Timgs Co,, Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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was the same question which a lawyer 
had asked when Jesus answered by tell- 
ing about the ‘‘ Good Samaritan "(see 
Lesson 3). Perhaps the young man 
asked it because he had hea esus 
talking about the children and his king- 
dom. Jesus answered by saying, ‘‘ You 
know the commandments; keep them.” 
and the young man said, ‘‘ Which?” 
Jesus meant all of them. How many are 
there,children ? Ten, and they tell us our 
duty towards God, our parents, and our 
neighbors, Jesus repeated the short 
ones. (Repeat 5 to10.) The young man 
said, ‘‘ All these have I kept from m 
outh up [or, from childhood]. What lac 
feet ?” Jesus knew by his actions, dress, 
etc., that he was a rich young ruler. 
a the picture-roll and title.) He 
oved him and wanted him for a fol- 
lower, and said: ‘* One thing thou lack- 
est. Go thy way; sell whatsoever thou 
hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven; then come 
and follow me.” (Write the catch-woras, 
and make each phrase plain.) It was 
easy to ask, ‘‘ What shall I do?” But 
it wasn’t so easy to do when Jesus ex- 
plained his duty. (Write Duty.) 


** Words of life and beauty, 
Teach me faith and duty.’’ 


The young man decided it was too hard 
add Hard), and went away grieved, for 
e was very rich. Duty is often hard, 

but how many brave men do it cheer- 
fully. Think of the soldiers and sailors 
and firemen who do their duty, often 
amidst great dangers. A great Eng- 
lish naval officer once said to his men 
‘Remember, England expects every 
man to do his duty.”. In school the 
teachers expect you to do yourduty, even 
when it is hard. What would we think 
of an engineer or soldier who neglected 
his duty ? 

Jesus was so grieved and disappointed 
when the young man turned away that 
he said to his disciples, ‘‘ Children, how 
hard it is for them that trust in riches 
to enter into the kingdom of God.” He 
said it twice, and added: ‘‘ It is easier 
for a camel to go through a needle’s = 
than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God.” When a rich man 
dies, he cannot carry his money to 
heaven; he must leave every bit of it. 
How much better to use it to help 
others while he lives! Jesus wanted 
the young man to dothis. He told the 
disciples that God could help people to 
leave all and follow him. 

Peter said: *‘We have left all and 
followed thee.” That was true; they 
had left their boats and nets and fish- 
ing to become followers of Jesus. He 
lovingly answered (read vs. 29, 30). 
What a wonderful promise! ‘‘A hun- 
dredfold now, and in the world to come 
eternal life." Perhaps Peter remem- 
bered what Jesus said to them when 
they were near the Mount of Glory: ** If 
any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me.” The little spring that gives 
its water to refresh thirsty plants and 


| (John 6 : 54-58). 





animals lives on and is always a bless- | 
ing. So the Christian who uses his 
riches to help others is a biessing in this | 
life, and is laying up treasures for- lite 
eternal. 
Two young ladies, twin sisters, went | 
as missionaries tc China about twenty | 
yearsago. They left home and friends, | 
a.her and mother, six brothers and | 
sisters, for Jesus’ sake and the gospels, | 
but what a blessing their lives have 
been! For many women and children | 
have been saved because of their} 


If we learn to follow Jesus and do} 
our duty in childhood, it will not be) 
hard when we are older. 


** Jesus, I will follow thee, 
For I hear thee calling me.’’ 
(“ Little Branches, No. 2.”’) 


Closing prayer: ‘‘ Help me to do the 


Peoria, ILL. 
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Paying the Master compliments can- 
not take the place of keeping his com- 





mandments. 


The Young Folks’ Class 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D 


wets two youn 
on a highway in Palestine. One 

was a homeless rabbi. The other 
was a prominent citizen of good family. 
The name of the first one is oftener and 
more reverently spoken than that of any 
other Jew who ever lived. The name 
of the other is unknown. Both these 
young men had noble ideals, and sought 
to realize them. One succeeded beyond 
all men. Why did the other fail? This 
lesson answers that oe ee and brings 
to light the hig.. st ideal and the one way 
to realize it. You can make this clear 
to your pupils by showing them these 
three things : 

The Noble Ambition of Youth. This 
young ruler of asyna ogue sought eter- 
nal life. He believed that Jesus could 
tell him how to gain it (v. 17). Jesus 
claimed power to give it (John ro: 28). 
He declared that it consisted in inti- 
mate fellowship with God (John 17 : 2, 
3), and that this could be gained b 
such complete sympathy with himself as 
to share his nature, a vital union with 
him in thought, aim, and character 
He so constantly im- 
pressed this on his disciples that they 
came to know by experience that this 
fellowship with him was eternal life 
(1 John 5: 11, 12). Of course the young 
ruler did not know all this. Perhaps, 
in addressing Jesus as ‘*‘ Good Teacher,” 
he simply used conventional polite lan- 
guage. But when Jesus warned him not 
to use words as mere compliment (Mark 
10: 18), and admonished him to live the 
blameless life which was commonly re- 
garded as fulfilling the ideal, he drew out 
the fact that the young man was sincere 
and upright (v. 20). Jesus was drawn 
to him with affcetionate esteem (v. 21). 
The man was not satisfied with what he 
had already achieved. He wanted to do 
some one heroic deed by which he should 
win the favor of God and inherit his 
greatest gift (Matt. 19: 16). Jesus told 
him how to do this, called him to be a dis- 
ciple (Mark 10: 21) as he had-called Peter 
and Andrew and James and John whom 
he loved (Mark 1: 17-20). If he had an- 
swered the call as they did he might 
have inherited eternal life beyond his 
dreams. His name might have been 
engraved on thousands of altars where 
men of every race worship God. Do 
not forget that his attitude was that of 
multitudes of pupils who also look trust- 
fully to their teachers as good with the 
same question in their minds. 

The Power of Wealth to Destroy the 
Noble Ambition. The Good Teacher 
knew the temptation which beset the 
young ruler. e had faced the same 
temptation less than three years before, 
and conquered it (Matt. 4: 8-10). The 
youth hesitated between his ambition 
and his wealth. Then, with a look of 
grief and disappointment which revealed 
the wound he was giving to his nobler 


men meeting 





self, he turned away from the man he 
had run eagerly to meet with his ques- 
tion, and surrendered his hope of eternal 
life. Wealth gives wings or weight, 
according as those who have it use it. 
An eagle one winter a swooped down 
on the carcase of a lamb encased in ice 
in the current above Niagara Falls. As 
he feasted, his talons became entangled 
and frozen in the fleece. When he saw 
himself approaching the falls he strug- 
gled with powerful wings to rise. But 
the weight was mightier than the wings, 
and he was swept down the precipice. 
That, said an apostle, is the fate of 
many who choose to seek wealth rather 





than eternal life (1 Tim. 6 : 9, 10). 

Yet the rich are often misjudged. | 
Those who use their wealth to minister | 
to others often toil harder and with 
greater rewards than those who receive 
their service, and are more intimate with 
Christ than some of his disciples who 
condemnthem. Mr. Moody, the evan- | 
gelist, said once to a friend, ‘‘I am 
ashamed of myself. You know I have 
often talked about the extravagance and 
the worldliness of the women in New | 
York. I have been spending a few | 
days here now. I have been down on | 


the East side where the schools are that | 
some of those ladies are conducting. I 


AUGUST I1, 1906 





seiateimenensaaeimenndiiaaiemanenae 


The Skin 
PEARLINE does 
not injure the hands 
in the leasi. 

Mrs. Rev. B. M. N. 


We use PEARL- 
INE for bathing, and 
find it excellent—do 
not like to bathe 
without it. 

Rev. H. D. S. 
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have never known anywhere so much 
self-sacrifice and devotion, and I am 
ashamed of what I have said.” 

The Rewards of Conquering the Tempt- 


y | ations of Wealth. Those who seek vainly 


the pleasures that wealth can give are 
as truly its slaves as those who gain it. 
But Christ did not mean that men 
must abandon their property in order 
to be his disciples. Peter said that he 
and the other eleven had left all and 
followed Jesus.. Yet Peter and Andrew 
had a house and a home (Mark 1 : 
29). So had John (John 19: 27). But 
they had laid themselves and their pos- 
sessions at the feet of their Master for his 
service. Their present reward was great 
(Mark 10 : 30) in increased usefulness, 
which is the true measure of wealth, 
in multiplied friendships and extending 
influence in shaping characters after 
the likeness of Christ. But the real re- 
ward is eternal life. Wealth is relative. 
Whoever gives himself and his posses- 
sions, be they little or much, to Jesus 
Christ, is rich now, and will be rich for- 
ever (1 Cor. 3: 21-23). This is the great 
truth to impress on your pupils in this 
lesson, The young ruler did not lack 
right desires, nor good character, nor 
reverence for God, nor orthodox belief 
(Mark to : 17-20). But when he faced 
the question whether he would choose 
his possessions or Christ, he gave up 
the higher for the lower good. The 
disciples, facing the same question, 
chose Christ because they valued most 
the eternal life (John 6: 67-69), which 
the young ruler wanted, but for which 
he would not pay the price. 


Suggestive Questions 

What did Jesus say the young ruler 
must do to inherit eternal life? (v. 21.) 
What had Jesus done that he might give 
eternal life ? (2 Cor. 8 :9.) Did heever 
want to be rich? (Luke 4: 5-8.) Is 
poverty necessary to yor 7 in 
Christ’s kingdom ? (Mark ro: 24.) ere 
any rich men Christ's ony mpl (Matt. 
27:57.) Why was it hard for rich men 
to come into the kingdom? (Matt. 13: 
22.) When is poverty blessed ? (2 Cor. 
6: 10.) What is the duty of the rich ? 
(1 Tim. 6 : 17-19.) What is the wise 
use of wealth? (Matt. 13 : 44, 45.) 

Boston. 
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Idle riches are an active curse. 
po 
The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Rich Young Ruler 


I. THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Mark 
10 : 17-31). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 

The records of this period of the life of 
Jesus are of the nature of memoranda, 
not to be necessarily allotted to it chro- 
nologically or in the order of narration. 
For eens touched upon many themes, 
as occasion offered. 

His relations with rich folk arouse 
much interest. Jesus made little im- 
pression, apparentiy, upon them as a 
class. The parable of Lazarus and the 
rich man was for their benefit. He did 
not attack them for their riches merely, 
nor because they lived in relative lux- 
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ury, but because they paid little or no 
heed to those in need who were within 
their reach. A negative sinfulness is as |. 
bad as a positive kind. - The thought- 
fulness of the rich man for his social 
equals is made clear, but it is seen to be 
a narrow-minded and rather arrogant 
anxiety. 

Moved, perhaps, by such searchin 
discourses as this, a young man who h 
been attracted to the preserice of Jesus, 
but who belonged to the privileged and 
exclusive classes, threw himself at the 
feet of Jesus, addressing him in a very 
unusual way. Jesus at once challenges 
his phrase, and centers attention on the 
meaning which it should always carry. 
The way to ness is open to all. 

The list precepts which Jesus re- 
counted is full of interest. He omitted 
those which dealt with formal worship, 
and mentioned all which refer to moral 
duty, or the right ordering of life be- 
tween man and man. The last one (end 
of y. 21) summed up all the others. 

The petitioner had always endeavored 
to be upright in his life. He had kept 
these commandments from his youth. 
He may have been disappointed that 
Jesus did not name some great and pe- 
culiar method of attaining righteous- 
ness. He knew himself to be a fairly 
average man, but one far short of his 
highest ideals. 

Jesus really takes him at his word or 
wish. Let him put himself on a plane 
with the others who were following 
poses. Let him ‘‘ forsake all and fol- 

ow.” It was a severe test indeed, far 
harder than for the first disciples. Their 
life with Jesus may not have involved 
more of hardship than their ordinary oc- 
cupation made necessary. To this man 
it would be a revolution. 

He did not stand the test. His will 
was weaker than his habit.. He did not 
dare to gain what he knew to be the 
higher good by sacrificing the present 
enjoyment. 

This distressed Jesus, for he loved the 
young man, and would have won him to 
discipleship. “He commented on the 
tremendous difficulty in the way of a 
rich man who seeks to get into the king- 
dom. He who lives at his ease gets 
easily out of the sacrificial habit, which 
is essential. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. - 

A leaflet containing the names of reference works 
bearing on the lessons in the Gospels will be mailed 
by The Sunday Schooi Times Co., upon request, for 
a two-cent stamp. 

Dawson, ‘‘ Life of Christ” (pp. 251, 
252), Edersheim, (Book IV, chap. 23), 
and Sanders, ‘‘ Life of Christ” (pp. 143- 
145), are the only ones to carefully 
discuss this incident. Several com- 
mentators, notably Bruce, in the Expos- 
itor’s Greek Testament, and Plummer, 
in the International Critical Commen- 
tary, are well worth studying. 


III. Questions ror Stupy AnD Discus- 
SION. ‘ 

1. The Attitude of Jesus Toward the 
Rich. (1.) Is there any ground for the 
assertion that Jesus objected to wealth 
in itself ? (2.) Why did he criticise the 
well-to-do so frequently? (3.) Mention 
several specific utterances in criticism of 
the rich as a class. 

2. The Applicant for Discipleship. 
(4.) How do we justify ourselves for 
calling him the ‘‘rich young ruler” ? 
(5.) What else could be added biograph- 
ically concerning him ? 

3. His Position. (6.) Was he wholly 
in earnest in desiring to beeome a disci- 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, August 26. Home Missions 
among our Island Possessions. 
(Isa. 42 : 1-12.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

MON.—The first island mission (Acts 13 : 
4-12). 

TuEs.—Paul among islanders (Acts 28: 
I-10). 

WED.—A promise to the isles (Isa. 66 : 


19-23). 
THURS.—The isles glorifying God (Isa, 
24 : 13-15). 
FRI.—The commission (Mark 16° 14-20). 
SatT.—Christ, Lord of all (Psa. 24 : 1-10). 











Give facts about Protestantism in the Phil- 
ippines. 

Tell about home missions in Porto Rico, 
Guam, Hawaii. 


What are some of the spiritual needs of 
Cuba ? js 


HAT we now call the island of 
Porto Rico was discovered by 
Columbus in 1493. It was re- 

ported then to be as ‘‘fertile as a gar- 
den and swarming lke a hive,” but in 
1543, after fifty years of Spanish rule, 
the population was so reduced that 
when the King of Spain freed them 
from slavery the bishop of the island 
reported that ‘‘the number of Indians 
to whom this signal mercy is granted is 
about sixty.” Now the population is 
about 800,000. The chief sources of the 
wealth of Porto Rico are coffee, sugar, 
fruit, and tobacco. Its coffee is of the 
best quality, and the large plantations 
give employment to thousands of peo- 


le. 
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There are now in the Presbyterian 
mission in Porto Rico, after five years’ 
work, eight ordained ministers (Ameri- 
can), six native helpers, two Bible read- 
ers, eleven organized churches, and 
about twenty out-stations, ten teachers 
in four schools, and a medical staff of 
four physicians and nurses. There are 
also ten Baptist missions, nine Episco- 
palian, twelve Methodist, eleven Con- 
gregationalist, and four United Brethren 
missions. 

% 

Columbus discovered Crba in 1492. 
He named it Juana, in honor of Prince 
ar son of Ferdinand and Isabella. 

avana was founded in 1519. In 1902 
the republic was established. It has not 
been easy after all these centuries of op- 








A Winning Start 


A Perfectly Digested Breakfast Makes 
Nerve Force Por the Day 


Everything goes wre if the break- 
fast lies in your stomach like a mud pie. 
What you eat does harm if you can’t 
digest it—it turns to poison. 

A bright lady teacher found this to be 
true, even of an ordinary light breakfast 
of eggs and toast. She says: 

**Two years ago I contracted a very 
annoying form of indigestion. My stom- 
ach was in such condition that a simple 
breakfast of fruit, toast and egg gave me 
great distress. 

‘*I was slow to believe the trouble 





ple? (7.) How would he have been 
ranked in the Jewish estimation ? 

4. The Test. (8.) Was it a greater | 
test than that to which Jesus had sub- | 
jected the other disciples? (9.) Could | 
any less searching test have been ap- 
propriate ? | 

5. The Great Danger of Riches. (10.) | 
Why are they a great hindrance to 
Christian character ? 


IV. Some Leapinc THovcurts. 

[General discussion under the leader’s direction. ] 

The greatest spiritual gem to which 
men are exposed is the habit of thinking 
of oneself first. 

There must have been many whom 
Jesus loved, who nevertheless ruled 
themselves out of his fellowship. 

Boston. 





could come from such a simple diet but 


| finally haa to give it up, and found a 


great change upon a cup of hot Postum, 
and Grape-Nuts with cream, for my 
morning meal. For more than a year I 
have held to this course and have not 


| suffered except when injudiciously vary- 


ing my diet. 

**I have been a teacher for several 
years, and find that my easily digested 
breakfast means a saving of nervous 
force for the entire day. y gain of ten 
pounds in weight also causes me to want 
to testify to the value of Grape-Nuts. 

‘‘Grape-Nuts holds first rank at our 
table.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. 

**There’s a reason.” Read the little 
book, ‘* The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. 
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“All the Argument 
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Necessary.* 
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“IN URIC ACID DIATHESIS, GOUT, RHEUMATISM, LITH- 
AEMIA, and the like, ITS ACTION IS PROMPT 
AND LASTING.” 


De. Geo. Ben. Johnston, M. 
President Southern Surgical and’ Gynecological Assn., Ex-President 
ginia Medical Society, and Prof. of Gynecolo, 

edical College of Virginia: “If I were ask 


widest range of usefulness, I 
would unhesitating! 
Diathesis, Gout, Rheumation, 


Disin 


the gravel forming habit.” 


BUFFALO LITHIA WATER 


Lithaemia, 
prompt and lasting. * * * Almost any case of Pyelitis and 
alleviated by it, and many cured. I have had evidence of 
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D., LL. D., Richmond, Va., - 
ir 
'y and Abdominal Sur, " 
what mineral water has the 
In Uric 
Acid 
and the like, its action is 
Cystitis will be 
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Solvent and Eliminating power of .this water in Renal 
Calculus, and have known its long coutinusd nee to permanently break up 


oluminous medical testimony on request. For sale by the general drug 


and mineral water trade. 


HOTEL AT SPRINGS NOW OPEN. 


PROPRIETOR, BUFFALO LITHIA SPRINGS, VA. 











pression, for the pr to believe that 
they are really to a free state. One 
of the workers in Havana, a young 
Filipino, graduate of the University of 
Manila, writes of meeting and answer- 
ing a young man who had doubts on this 
point. The Filipino said : 

‘**I cannot tell you of my own knowl- 
edge whether or not the Americans who 
are seeking to extend the gospel have 
the intention of seeking this island as a 
part of the territory which shall form the 
American constellation ; they certainly 
have not intimated to me any such 
thing, nor does the Bible, which is the 
Protestant code, contain any teachings 
which look toward the annexation of 
countries. What I am able most i- 
tively to assure you is—and in this I 
glory—that since I came to know the 
gospel of Christ, the ay which cer- 
tain countries especial y need, a mighty 
and transcendental change has been 
wrought in all my being. reat reforms 
have been introduced into my soul-life, 
and among these reforms I am sure that 
the idea of selling your nation was not 
included.” 

% 


The area of Cuba, including the adja- 
cent islands, is about 45,000 square 
miles, or slightly less than that of New 
York State. It is nearly seven times as 
long as Long Island, and stretches be- 
tween the longitudes of New York and 
Cincinnati, about 720 miles, It is less 
than one hundred miles wide. With all 
its indentations, and including its bor- 
dering islets—about thirteen hundred in 
number—it is over 6,800 miles. There 
are fifty-four ports. The longest river 
is the Cauto, one hundred and fifty miles 
long. The Presbyterian church has 
twenty-three stations and eleven mis- 
sionaries, besides native helpers, in 
Cuba. The Congregationalists have 
seven stations, three American mission- 
aries, three native helpers, six organ- 
ized churches, and seven hundred church 
members. The Southern Methodists 
have twenty-four men and women, fif- 
teen native helpers, twenty-seven or- 
ganized churches, one thousand nine 
hundred and twenty-eight church mem- 
bers. They have also three schools, 
with an approximate-attendance of seven 
hundred. The Baptists have forty- 
eight stations, nine missionaries, in- 
cluding some ladies; ten native helpers, 
fourteen organized churches, eleven hun- 
dred members, one school, and fifty 





pupils. The Episcopal church has eigh- 
teen stations, six missionaries, fourteen 
native helpers, four organized churches, 
four hundred and fifty members, be- 
sides five schools, with four hundred 


pupils. 
x “ 


The Philippine Islands have been one 
of the most fruitful mission fields of the 
church. There are eleven large islands 
and hundreds of smaller ones, and the 
area is Over 114,000 square miles. The 
population is nearly 8,000,000. There 
are about 100,000 Chinese. The Con- 
gregationalists, Moravians, Episcopali- 
ans, Baptists, Methodists, and Presby- 
terians are at work, most of them having 
joined in ‘*‘ The Evangelical Union,” 
which has apportioned the field amon 
the co-operating missions, and arrange 
for the foundation of one Evangelical 
Church, with at least a common name, 
Not all, however, participate in this ar- 
rangement. There are now seventy- 
eight missionaries, and 9,073 Protestant 
church members in the island, 
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Hawaii is scarcely deemed a mission 
field now. Home mission agencies in 
the islands themselves provide for the 
support of the Christian work among 
the various classes of the population. 


ta: 
Convention Calendar 


New Jersey, Jewish Summer School, 

at Atlantic City. .... . . August 8-12 
Indiana, Fourth District Training 

School, at Winona Lake. . . August 9-18 
International Teacher-Training Confer- 

ence, at Winona . . August 14, 15 


Kentucky, at Ashland. .... . August 21-23 
Missouri, at Sedalia ...... August 28-30 
Wyoming, at Evanston . . . . September 2-4 


Summer School in connection with the 
Delaware County Sunday-School As- 
sociation, at the Utsayantha Long 
House, Stamford, N. Y. . September 4-10 

Massachusetts, at Holyoke. . . . October 2-4 

Rhode Island, at Providence. . October 9, 10 

Pennsylvania, at Gettysburg . . October 10-12 

Maryland, at Baltimore .. . . October 11-12 

Prince Edward Island, at 
Charlottetown 

Maine, at Camden 

Vermont, at > mee le ° 

New Brunswick, at St. John 

Ontario, at Kingston. ..... 

Nova Scotia, at Sydney. . . October —— 

Michigan, at Jackson . . . . November 13-15 

New Jersey, at Somerville . . November 13-15 

Utah, at Provo Nov. 30 to Dec. t 


October 16, 17 
October 16-18 
- October 16-18 
- » October 23-25 
October 23-25 

















This brilliant man walks ap and down 
Upon the streetc of Spotiess Town. 
The glitter of his shining star 
Arrests attention from afar. 

It lights the beat and goes to show 
That naught can beat SAPOLIO 


A housek r’s attention is in- 
stantly arrested by the condition of the 
shelves, aint, windows, and tins in 
her neighbors kitchen. These mark 
good housekeeping. No matter how 

ne the rest of the house may be, if 
the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of unthrift. A basin of 
water, a cloth and 


SAPOLIO|' 
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Send Lesson Pictures 
to Absent Scholars 


The following are the subjects of 


Where to Get Church or 
Sunday-School Supplies 


A.B. & E. L. Shaw Co. 
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Pears’ 








August 12.—Oriental Rings. 
the Carob Tree. 
August 19.—Orientals at Prayer. 


August 26.—Interior of a Rich Man's 
ouse in the East. 


Husks of 


makers The Sund. hool Ti 
Pulpit Furniture,||} Pietsres for the Third Quarter: $} Most soaps clog 
‘ 7 
Lodge Puraiture, July ind Groce “ Ontenaas Children. ; the skin pores by 
Shoe Store Settees July Ae dy the Road from Jereealom 7 d f, 
Mtedarscramon ||} Uz Fakszsh grand in she the. “tate. -ane rer 
For Your Sunday-School Clas Oe 3! alkali in their com- 
‘our Home 2 
, 
; 


position. 
Pears’ is quickly 


The Perry Pictures 


Send 25 cents for 25 pictures on the Life of 
Christ, size, 5% 8, no two alike; or $1.00 














for 120 religious subjects. Catalogue for as oy Gyeomore Teves in the 
two-cent stamp. Pictures Com- . 
pany, Box'138, Malden, September g.—The Golden Gate, Jeru- 3} rinsed off, leaves 
Septemnber 16.—Temple Area and De- 
narius. 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE the pores open and 


September 25.—Antioch. 


) 
Meade af ag masesiale ae ‘ 
jor particulars sk for catalogue 5 e 
No.at. George H. Springer, | § The above set of pictures and an out- ? 
GED ee ashing- | § line map of Palestine will be mailed ‘ the skin soft and 





for ten cents. 
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INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION GUPS)} 14. sunday School Times Co. $ cool. 
eeariy Rid churches tning our ox our ups " qe) 031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. ¢ J ile cig 
7 Sy. rn nn 

















MERICAN 8 Eat ACKBDARO. Pan 


BrACKBOARDS 


ATALOG AND PRICE LIST No. 29, FREE 
200 & 202 N. 2ND STREET, ST. LOUIS, MO: 


LOANED FREE 


#2 page pamphlets of new and suitable Sncved Songs 


mM Eclien 


BELLS. 


} wrap McSuane Bes Founpey Co., Bactusone, Mo., U.S.A 


THF, GEAUINE MENFELY BELLS 


ned copper an 
"he most perfect, highest class bells in the world. 


Imported Japanese Fans 
A set of four very attractive Japanese fans 
issued by the Chicago & North-Western Rail- 
way will be sent to any address, securely 
packed, on receipt of 10 cents to pay postage. 











will save you from this reproach. 


listi: 
sneuecte Co.. Waterviiet. West ‘Troy P. O.. N.Y. rh 2 Meaings and ~~ * Werk 


The Biglow & fain Co w York or r Chicago 








Stomach Comfort 

can easily be obtained by the use of 
y’s 

oo tae TABLETS 


Prevent SEX ‘ee atinely sepediociee. | 


gases ana rare the  omach. A 
complexion is won be: 
; fited by their daily use. a Perfo 


FOR 1Oc, i y y way hl size agc. box 
A. J. Ditman,33Astor House, N.Y, 
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**No Trouble” 
To Change from Coffee to Postum 

‘* Postum has done a world of good for 
me,” writes an Illinois man. 

‘*I've had indigestion nearly all my 
life, but never dreamed coffee was the 
cause of my trouble, until last Spring I 
got so bad I-was in misery all the time. 

‘*A coffee drinker for thirty yeaps, it 
irritated my stomach and nerves, yet I 
was just crazy for it.. After drinking it 
with my meals, I would leave the table, 
go out and lose my meal and the coffee 
too. Then I'd be as hungry as ever. 

**A friend advised me to quit coffee 
and use Postum—said it cured him. 
Since taking his advice I retain my food 
and get all the good out of it, and don’t 
have those awful hungry spells. 

‘*Il changed from .coffee to Postum 
without any trouble whatever, felt better 
from the first day I drank it. I am well 
now and give the credit to Postum.” 


Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read the little book, ‘‘ The 
Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There's 


a reason.” 








Address W. B. Kniskern, Pass. Traffic 
Manager, 215 Jackson Boulevard, Chicago. 





When answering advertisements, 


please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 








D&Sste COURSES AT HOME. Write President 
Cc. J. Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa. tn 
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There is 
No Good Reason 
Against Good Insurance 


Nor any substitute for it. Wherever failure to live means financial loss, there is 
call for Insurance. Is your life of financial value to another—your family, partners or 
business? If so, Life Insurance deserves your attention, and deserves it now. Your fore- 
thought will be better than their afterthought. @@ When it comes to the best kind of Life 
Insurance, men do not all think alike. There is no desirable kind that cannot be obtained from 
THE MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. This is the oldest active Life Insurance 
Company in America, and the largest and staunchest in the world. It is a Mutual Company. It 


has no stockholders. Its assets belong to its policy-holders, It has paid them dividends continuously 
for fifty-six years. Taking its history through, 


The Mutual Life 
Insurance Company 


has done as well for its policy-holders as any company. It should have done better, as has recently been 
shown. Under the present management all policy-holders may expect unusually favorable results, 
This is made reasonable by the facts that it isa strictly Mutual Company, operated under New York 
laws, which are now the best in the world; that its great volume of business means smaller share of 
expense on each policy, and that the new methods and economics, which are now a part of its con- 
stitution, will save immense sums which must go to the policy-holders, as the only proper place. 
@ Mr. Charles E. Hughes, who became famous by conducting the investigation of the 
Legislative Committee, and who speaks with authority, has recently said: ‘‘We have had 
great companies exposed to close and unsparing analysis, only to find that their 
solidity was as the rock of Gibraltar. I would rather take insurance in a New York 
company compelled to transact business under these restrictions, than in any 
company not so restricted, and I believe that will he the sentiment of the 
people of these United States.” 

@ If you would like to know for yourself the latest phases of Life 
Insurance, or wish information concerning a policy you 
have, consult our nearest agent or write direct to 

The Mutual 


Life Insurance Company, 
New York 






























